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Like a siren’s call, the lure of Antarctica is irresistible. As the beguiling frozen continent shakes off winter’s icy cloak, millions  
of penguins, seabirds and seals return from the pack ice to breed along sandy beaches and rocky foreshores. Pods of orca, minke  
and humpback whales feast in the nutrient-rich waters amongst an ever-changing parade of spectacular icebergs. 

This year, our voyages focus on the northernmost part of Antarctica, from the Southern 
Ocean oasis of South Georgia to the Antarctic Peninsula, south across the Antarctic 
Circle and into the wild Weddell Sea. On each of our voyages, a team of polar specialists 
enhances your experience with informative talks about natural history, wildlife, geology 
and exploration. Our hardy Zodiac fleet carries you safely ashore and whisks you on 
magic carpet rides through icebergs and to kelp-strewn beaches alive with wildlife. 

Explore the deep bays and fjords of the Antarctic Peninsula (above), where massive 
glaciers flank a rugged spine of snowy mountains. Scattered amongst penguin  
rookeries and basking seals, reminders of early explorers bring history to life.  
Scientific stations open the door to fascinating research.

South Georgia’s remote, untamed landscape is simply stunning. Marvel at the haunting 
cries of light-mantled sooty albatross, adorable fur seal pups learning to swim and 
reindeer scattered across lush, grassy flats. Hike up tussock-covered slopes, past mossy 
streams for magnificent views of macaroni penguins, courting albatross (top right) and 
glaciated mountain peaks.

Travel through the iceberg canyons of Antarctic Sound to the Weddell Sea. Huge 
glaciers pour down between the mountains from the polar plateau, and plates of ice 
the size of city blocks cover the ocean’s surface. Visit fossil-rich islands, wildlife havens 
(middle right) and remnants of historic explorers’ huts.

Venturing Across the Antarctic Circle beyond 66°33” South, takes you to a frozen 
region of brooding mountain ranges, massive blue icebergs (right) and waterways taut 
with fast ice. Plentiful krill attracts the continent’s greatest variety and concentration of 
wildlife, including orcas, leopard seals, fur seals, penguins and snow petrels. 

Antarctic highlights

New for 2012/13

l Choice of two ships 	 l More voyages & departure dates
l Greater variety of voyage lengths 	 l Brand NEW voyage (page 16)
l Additional Fly/Sail options 	 l Double activity options
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Why travel with us?
Small ships are best. Dwarfed by larger ships, our vessels are 
small enough to go where others can’t. We carry a maximum of 
54 passengers and delight in the camaraderie of small group 
adventures. Fewer people often means more landings, more 
time ashore, and more intimate and personal experiences.

Our staff put you first. We believe our experienced and 
enthusiastic expedition staff are the best in the business. They 
share our passion for Antarctica – your security, wellbeing, and 
understanding of the regions we visit are their priorities.

Flexibility and freedom are essential to delivering the best 
experience possible. Our itineraries are designed to allow for 
change if we discover a new landing site, or an unexpected 
wildlife display. We encourage you to enjoy Antarctica in your 
own way, within the bounds of safety, whether it be hiking up 
a snow slope, exploring the coastline at a more relaxed pace, 
photographing wildlife, or simply admiring the view from our 
ship’s bridge. 

Providing educationally rich experiences helps you understand 
the significance of the natural and historical elements of the 
places we visit. Our goal is to create lifelong ambassadors for 
the protection and preservation of all of our destinations.

We celebrate the spirit of adventure! Sea kayaking with whales? 
Scuba diving with leopard seals? Ice climbing on grounded 
bergs? Camping under the midnight sun? We pioneered 
activities that are now mainstream. With two to three landings 
a day, we help you discover a true sense of exploration.

We have fun. We love what we do and believe that everyone on 
board, from passengers and expedition staff to our Russian 
crew, shares the same goal – the best Antarctic experience!

See more & save time!

Our second season of Fly/Sail voyage options offers you more 
time in Antarctica and South Georgia, and less time getting 
there! It also removes one sea leg, appealing to those who’d 
prefer just one Drake Passage crossing. Depending on the 
voyage, you can choose to fly in from Santiago or Puntas 
Arenas in Chile, or fly out from Falklands’ capital, Stanley, or 
King George Island, right at the tip of the Antarctic Peninsula.  
Voyage options are included on each itinerary page. 

Above: Slip sliding to glory. Hiking up for superb views of the Antarctic Peninsula 
could well promise a bumslide descent, just for the sheer thrill of it!
Photo Mark Jones/Rovingtortoise.co.nz.

Above: All decked out with somewhere spectacular to go! Icebergs 
from the bow. Photo Mark Jones/Rovingtortoise.co.nz.

Antarctica is a wild place, encircled by restless oceans, protected by 
ice and swept by some of the world’s most powerful storms. Voyages 
along its spectacular coastline are unpredictable, itineraries at the 
mercy of the wind and waves, yet the rewards are profound.

Whether you’re joining us for the first time or returning for another 
thrilling experience, each voyage is our most important. The relaxed, 
casual atmosphere we enjoy on board belies our passion for “getting 
out amongst it” at every opportunity.

In an age where adventure travel has become a commodity, 
and more and more small companies are subsumed into huge 
conglomerates, our original goals remain unchanged. We exist to visit 
wild places that stir the soul, to share adventures with new friends 
and deliver personal attention on unforgettable expeditions.

Aurora Expeditions’ Antarctica 
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Our spirit of 
adventure
From the moment you step aboard our expedition ships, a sense of 
excitement prevails. As you explore, you note strong handrails along 
all companionways and steps. Lashed to the stern deck, a stack of 
Zodiacs, sea kayaks and diving tanks promise exciting times ahead. 
You know that you’re about to set off on an extraordinary voyage. 
This feeling defines Aurora Expeditions and sets us apart from 
other ship-based ventures. 

The spirit of adventure has been integral to us since the early 
1990s, when adventurers Greg and Margaret Mortimer began 
organising trips to Antarctica for keen friends and fellow travellers. 
By then, Greg had an impressive record of ‘firsts’ to his name, 
including first Australian to climb Mount Everest, K2 and Vinson 
Massif. Keen to offer people new and exciting ways to experience 
nature, Greg and Margaret established the first Antarctic trips to 
include camping, glacier walks, iceberg climbing, sea kayaking and 
scuba diving. 

At Aurora Expeditions, the spirit of adventure and exploration still 
reign supreme. We’re dedicated to maintaining the values that 
Greg and Margaret established all those years ago: an easy-going, 
informative style; enthusiastic, expert staff and – above all – a 
personal approach that warmly welcomes you into the Aurora 
Expeditions’ family.

PROTECTING ANTARCTICA
Aurora Expeditions is proud to be the first  
Australian member of the International 
Association of Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO). 
Responsible environmental policy is key to IAATO’s  

charter. We helped draft environmental guidelines 
that have become world standard. All expeditioners 

are briefed on appropriate environmental codes of conduct and the 
scientific reasons for such guidelines. Sensitivity to environmental 
considerations continues to be a 
core part of Aurora Expeditions’ 
culture. As you travel with us, we 
hope to stir your environmental 
awareness and help you develop a 
deeper understanding of the natural 
forces that shape our world. We aim 
to help preserve the wild places we 
visit for future generations.

Above: Bergy bit backdrop on a glorious summer’s day. Sharing a Zodiac cruise in 
Antarctica with like-minded souls forges new friendships and indelible memories. 
Photo Andrew Halsall. 
Below: Paddle power – Aurora Expeditions pioneered sea kayaking and other 
adventurous activities in the icy wonderland of Antarctica. Photo Paul Young.
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Clockwise from right: Our ships’ dining rooms provide an 
informal, convivial place to share meals.  
Photo Mark Jones/Rovingtortoise.co.nz.
Cheers! Rug up and step outside to enjoy a drink and 
an unparalleled view of Antarctica’s magnificence.
Photo Mark Jones/Rovingtortoise.co.nz.
School’s in for summer. Our polar specialists impart 
valuable knowledge to enhance our shore visits.  
Photo Mark Jones/Rovingtortoise.co.nz.
Dine al fresco on an outside deck when long summer 
nights and perfect weather lure our chefs from the 
galley. Photo Mael Ressos.

Life on board 
Our much loved expedition ships, Polar Pioneer and Akademik 
Shokalskiy, might be dwarfed by giant cruise liners at the wharf, 
but their promise of adventure exceeds the rest. Purpose built for 
exploration, their hulls are ice-strengthened, their inner furnishings 
homely and comfortable. On boarding, a heartfelt welcome 
immediately puts you at ease.

Explore your surroundings, from surprisingly spacious cabins to the 
two dining rooms, lounge bar, lecture room and sauna. Pop into the 
well-equiped medical clinic, attended by our ship’s doctor. Meet the 
staff at our welcome aboard briefing, then head for the outer decks 
as the mooring lines are cast off and three short blasts of the ship’s 
horn formally announce our departure.

As we motor out to sea, evening sunbeams pierce the clouds and 
seabirds wheel around the ship. Our Captain’s “open bridge” policy 
provides a congenial place to watch for wildlife or follow the ship’s 
progress on nautical charts. Rug up for unparalleled bird watching 
from the stern decks or flying bridge.

At sea, join our polar specialists in the lecture room as they entertain 
and inform with illustrated talks, and prepare us for making shore 
visits. From the bridge or outer decks, our naturalists help you 
identify wildlife. Excitement grows as icebergs and land appear!

Zodiacs transport us to penguin rookeries, scientific stations and 
historic sites, and provide us with a platform for photography.  
Our small ships take us beyond the reach of giant cruisers, and our 
philosophy of “getting out amongst it” is put to practice.

Relax in the sauna after a Polar Plunge, a photographic excursion, or a 
leisurely Zodiac cruise amongst grounded icebergs. Test your fitness 
with a day’s mountain climbing, which may include a first ascent. 
Kayaking and scuba diving offer opportunities for unique, close-up 
encounters with seals, whales and penguins. 

Our professional chefs present three healthy, delicious meals daily, 
with morning and afternoon tea available in the dining rooms in 
between. Watch a wildlife documentary or feature film in the  
lecture room. The lounge bar is the best spot to play cards or read, 
buzzing with excitement at Happy Hour, even hosting impromptu 
celebrations as spirits soar. 

Above: The view from the bridge. Thanks to our Captain’s “open bridge” 
policy, we have a warm place available, night and day, where we can enjoy 
the passing parade of icebergs and wildlife. Photo Alan Burger.

“The captain, crew and team were efficient, friendly and helpful. It was 
wonderful to have full access to the bridge. Multiple landings ensured 
maximum exposure to wildlife and scenery.” – Pat Little, Shackleton Odyssey, 2011



Polar Pioneer is an exceptional vessel for polar travel, 
featuring a variety of public areas, including the bridge, 
outer decks, lecture room, dining rooms, lounge bar, library 
and sauna. 

The Captain’s Suite: Double bed in separate room, plus foldout couch 
that can be used as a single bed; forward and port windows; lounge and 
table area; fridge; TV/DVD player; private bathroom, with shower, toilet 
and washbasin.

Mini Suite: Double bed in a separate room, foldout couch that can 
be used as a single bed; TV/DVD player; windows; desk; and private 
bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin.

Twin Private: Two lower bunks, a desk, windows and private bathroom 
with shower, toilet and washbasin. NB: Cabins 402 and 403 have upper 
and lower bunks and a couch.

Twin Public: Two lower bunks, desk, small washbasin, ample storage 
and hanging space, couch and a porthole. Showers and toilets are close 
by and are shared with other Main Deck cabins. 

Triple: Two lower bunks and one upper bunk, desk, small washbasin, 
ample storage and hanging space and a porthole. Showers and toilets 
are close by and shared with other Main Deck cabins.

Top: Polar Pioneer is our floating base camp for explorations of the Antarctic 
Peninsula and South Georgia. From the moment you step aboard, you’ll feel at 
home, thanks to a warm, welcoming atmosphere and the easy camaraderie between 
our Russian crew, Aurora Expeditions staff and shipmates. Photo Arthur Beer.
Above: Our simple, comfortable cabins offer the perfect place to relax.
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Polar Pioneer was commissioned in Finland in 1985 
as an ice-strengthened research ship, specifically 
designed for exploring polar waters. In 2001 she was 
refurbished to provide comfortable accommodation 
for 54 passengers. Her excellent reputation for 
polar expedition cruising is due to her strength, 
manoeuvrability and size. Our highly experienced 
Russian captain and crew are among the best ice 
navigators in the world. 

The spacious bridge is always open to us and decks 
are ideal for viewing the dramatic polar landscapes 
and wildlife. The accommodation is simple, yet 
comfortable, and all cabins have outside portholes and 
ample storage space. Meals are wholesome, delicious 
and prepared by Western chefs, while Russian 
stewardesses attend the dining room. A small fleet 
of inflatable Zodiacs enables easy travel from ship to 
shore for our Antarctic landings.

Polar Pioneer – Our expedition ship 
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SPECIFICATIONS

Length 71.60 meters

Beam 12.8 meters

Draft 4.5 meters

Cruising speed 10 knots

Registry Russian
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AkAdemik Shokalskiy is PERFECTLY SUITED for polar travel, WITH 
a variety of public areas, including the bridge, outer decks, 
lecture room, dining rooms, lounge bar, library and sauna. 

The Captain’s Suite: Double bed in separate room, plus foldout couch 
that can be used as a single bed; forward and port windows; lounge and 
table area; fridge; TV/DVD player; private bathroom, with shower, toilet 
and washbasin.

Mini Suite: Double bed in a separate room; TV/DVD player; windows; 
desk; and private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin.

Twin Private: Two bunks, a desk, windows and private bathroom with 
shower, toilet and washbasin. NB: cabins 413, 415, 418 and 420 have 
upper and lower bunks and a couch. Cabin 421 does not have a desk.

Twin Public: Two bunks, desk, small washbasin, ample storage and 
hanging space, couch and a porthole. Showers and toilets are close by 
and are shared with other Main Deck cabins.  

Triple: Two lower bunks and one upper bunk, desk, small washbasin, 
ample storage and hanging space and a porthole. Showers and toilets 
are close by and shared with other Main Deck cabins.

Top: Meet our sister! Recently refurbished Akademik Shokalskiy is of the same 
class and style as Polar Pioneer. She is an alternative home for our Antarctic
Peninsula and South Georgia voyages. Photo Ania Hart.
Above: As with Polar Pioneer, her cabins offer a welcome place to rest after 
the day’s adventures. Photo Quark Expeditions.

Captain’s Deck	           Upper Deck	             Main Deck

Aurora Expeditions is pleased to introduce Akademik 
Shokalskiy – sister ship to our beloved Polar Pioneer 
– to our Antarctic Peninsula program. Designed and 
built as an ice-strengthened research ship in Finland 
in 1982, Akademik Shokalskiy has explored much of 
the world’s frigid waters. Fully refurbished in 2008, 
and refreshed in 2011, the ship provides simple yet 
comfortable accommodation for a maximum of 54 
passengers. Her size, manoeuvrability and strength 
have earned her a brilliant reputation for polar 
expedition cruising.  

Our highly experienced Russian captain and crew 
– some of the world’s best ice navigators – make us 
welcome on the ship’s spacious bridge. Western chefs 
prepare hearty, wholesome food, served in the dining 
rooms by Russian stewardesses. The vessel is equipped 
with a small fleet of inflatable Zodiacs, ensuring safe 
travel from ship to shore.

Akademik Shokalskiy – a welcome addition

SPECIFICATIONS

Length 71.60 meters

Beam 12.8 meters

Draft 4.5 meters

Cruising speed 10 knots

Registry Russian

7

For more information about our ships, visit our website:
www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/ships
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Day 1 
Enjoy a hearty, late afternoon welcome from 
our friendly staff and Russian crew. You have 
time to settle in to your cabin and explore the 
ship before our evening departure. Watch for 
dolphins and albatross as we sail down the 
Beagle Channel.  

Day 2
Our Drake Passage crossing offers excellent 
birdwatching from the outer decks or the 
warmth of the bridge. Learn about Antarctica 
from our expert naturalist’s informative talks, 
and about safety and environmental guidelines 
from expedition staff. We have time to meet 
fellow travellers, chat, read and prepare for the 
days ahead.

Day 3 
If the Drake Passage is kind, we should make 
our first landing today. Keen eyes watch for 
icebergs, while sightings of penguins, fur seals 
and king cormorants announce our approach 
to the South Shetland Islands.  

Days 4-9 
An overnight passage along Gerlache 
Strait delivers us to the stunning Antarctic 
Peninsula, an ethereal wonderland of vast 
proportions. Aboard robust Zodiacs, we explore 
penguin rookeries, historic sites and scientific 
stations. Zodiac cruising brings us close to 
intricately shaped icebergs and seals basking 
on ice floes. Dwarfed by massive bergs, our 
kayakers glide into secluded bays, while 

our photography group learns how best to 
capture Antarctica’s raw beauty. We focus on 
immersing ourselves in nature, spontaneity 
and flexibility enhancing our enjoyment.  
Bubble-netting humpbacks demand a wake-up 
call, even at midnight! A curious leopard seal 
cruising amongst spectacular icebergs may 
mean postponing lunch. We make the most of 
every minute, landing 2 to 3 times a day. 

Days 10-11
As the Captain steers the ship north across 
Drake Passage, our minds and souls revel 
in rich Antarctic experiences. There’s time 
to watch for seabirds, enjoy entertaining 
talks, discuss what we’ve seen and learned, 
exchange photos and stories. With luck, we 
may make a ceremonial rounding of Cape 
Horn before sharing a farewell dinner.

Day 12
Cruise along the Beagle Channel in the early 
morning. Disembark after breakfast for onward 
travel or to savour more time in Ushuaia.

Soaring snow-capped peaks, sheltered waterways, sculpted icebergs glowing blue 
from within and a riot of wildlife characterise the spectacular Antarctic Peninsula.  
An explosion of life celebrates the coming of the sun: penguin rookeries bustle with 
nest building, courtship and egg laying; flourishing plankton attracts krill, fish, seals 
and whales. The midnight sun powers all with life and energy.

Antarctic Peninsula 
l 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12 Day Options
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Opposite page: Icehenge. Icebergs display an incredible 
array of shapes, sizes and colours, each one more 
intriguing than the last. Photo Theo Sloots.
Clockwise from top left: Danco Island’s snow-free rocks 
provide perfect nest sites for Gentoo penguins.  
Photo Terry Leach.
The former British base of Port Lockroy on Goudier 
Island is a much loved historic site for Antarctic 
Peninsula visitors. Photo Tony Gordon.
Zodiacs provide a wonderful platform for photography, 
allow us safe and easy access to shore and are perfect 
for iceberg cruising. Photo Tony Gordon.

Voyage options
Sail to and from Ushuaia, Argentina, on 
ANP86 and ANP89, or choose a shorter 
journey, flying one way and sailing 
the other. Our Fly/Sail voyages vary in 
length, giving you the flexibility to choose 
between 5-8 days of Antarctic landings. 
On ANP85, ANP88 and ANP91, sail from 
Ushuaia and back to King George Island, 
with an onward flight to Punta Arenas, 
Chile. On ANP87, ANP90 and ANP92, fly 
from Punta Arenas to King George Island, 
returning by ship to Ushuaia.

ANP85 8 26 Nov to  
3 Dec 2012

Ushuaia to 
Punta Arenas

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking 
Camping

Sail/Fly

ANP86 12 30 Nov to  
11 Dec 2012 

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer Kayaking
Climbing
Photography
Camping

Sail only

ANP87 9 3 Dec to  
11 Dec 2012

Punta Arenas 
to Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking
Camping

Fly/Sail

ANP88 9 11 Dec to  
19 Dec 2012

Ushuaia to 
Punta Arenas

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking
Camping
Photography

Sail/Fly

ANP89 12 11 Dec to  
22 Dec 2012

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer Kayaking
Climbing 
Camping

Sail only

ANP90 9 19 Dec  to 
27 Dec 2012

Punta Arenas 
to Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Christmas 
Kayaking
Camping

Fly/Sail

ANP91 10 22  Dec to 
31 Dec 2012

Ushuaia to 
Punta Arenas

Polar Pioneer Christmas 
Kayaking
Camping

Sail/Fly

ANP92 11 31 Dec 2012 to  
10 Jan 2013

Punta Arenas 
to Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer New Years 
Kayaking
Camping

Fly/Sail

Code 	 Days	C ruise Dates	 From / To	S hip	 Activities	 Mode

Please check our price sheet for full pricing on all cabins and optional activities,  
or visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au or call +61 2 9252 1033.
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Across the Circle 

Day 1 
Step aboard your home-away-from-home and 
settle in to your comfortable cabin. There’s 
time to greet fellow passengers, meet the 
staff and explore the ship before our evening’s 
cruise down the Beagle Channel.

Day 2
We cross the Drake Passage, accompanied  
by albatross, petrels, fulmars and prions.  
Join our polar experts to learn about 
Antarctica’s unique wildlife and history, talk 
to fellow passengers, staff and crew, and 
prepare for landings with environmental and 
safety briefings. Divers and kayakers check 
equipment and procedures. 

Day 3
Spirits soar as air and water temperatures 
fall, marking our crossing of the Antarctic 
Convergence. All eyes are peeled for the first 
iceberg, the first penguin and the first glimpse 
of land. With luck we go ashore this afternoon.

Days 4-8
We explore the Peninsula’s west coast, 
with time to watch the frenzied activities of 
penguin parents and chicks, to Zodiac cruise 
amongst icebergs and revel in the unparalleled 
beauty of vast, Antarctic land and icescapes. 
Divers immerse themselves in underwater 
exploration, while kayakers slice through a 
fascinating labyrinth of waterways. Further 

south, ice conditions govern our movements. 
Whether we cross the Circle via the ‘inner 
route’ or the Bellingshausen Sea, we celebrate 
in style. With luck we reach magnificent 
Crystal Sound, pass through the Gullet and 
steam on to Marguerite Bay. We may visit 
historical Stonington, Pourquoi Pas and 
Detaille islands. 

Days 9-10
Time to leave the icy wonderland for warmer 
climes. With Anvers and Brabant islands 
astern, we return to the Drake Passage, our 
winged companions soaring and dipping in 
our wake. As icebergs fade on the horizon, 
memories hold fast as we reflect on a rich 
diversity of experiences. We may round Cape 
Horn if conditions permit, before indulging in 
a special farewell dinner. 

Day 11
Ushuaia greets us in the early morning. 
Fortified by a hearty breakfast, bid farewell to 
the ship, her staff, crew and fellow travellers.

Cross the geographical milestone of the Antarctic Circle in the wake of hallowed 
explorers. It’s a moment to celebrate, and we do so with enthusiasm. In this frozen 
area of extraordinary beauty, powerful orcas and leopard seals patrol the waters, 
while ethereal snow petrels grace the skies against a backdrop of bristling mountain 
ranges and surreal icebergs. Threading our way through an intricate system of icy 
waterways, we aim for the glorious Crystal Sound at the mouth of The Gullet.

l 11 Day OPTION
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Opposite page: Sailing south to cross the Antarctic Circle, 
we may cruise into Paradise Harbour, known for calm 
waters and spectacular landscape. Photo Stewart Parker.
Clockwise from top left: Setting off to explore Wilhelmina 
Bay’s Foyen Harbour – what a perfect way to spend an 
afternoon! Photo Ronald Owen.
Leopard seals in clear water promise perfect predator 
photos. Photo Jan Wilson.
The black, volcanic beaches of Deception Island frosted 
with freshly fallen snow soften the remains of abandoned 
scientific bases. Photo Emma Savage.
Whale of a tail! Photographing humpbacks is just one of 
the many thrills of Zodiac excursions.  
Photo Greg Kraushaar.

Kayaking option
Don your drysuit and prepare to enter a world 
of surreal beauty. Our expedition kayaks are 
perfectly suited to exploring the watery nooks 
and crannies of South Georgia and the 
Antarctic Peninsula. The gentle swish of 
paddles through the water rewards us with 
exceptional wildlife viewing. For more 
information, see page 18. If you wish to 
kayak, please advise us when booking.

“Everything was done beautifully and so organised. The staff and crew 
did an excellent job, were really knowledgeable and took care of our every 
individual need.” – Maryam Saffari-Parizi, Across the Circle, 2011

Please check our price sheet for full pricing on all cabins and optional activities,  
or visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au or call +61 2 9252 1033.

ANP93 11 28 Jan to  
7 Feb 2013

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking 
Scuba diving

Sail only

ANP94 11 7 Feb to 
17 Feb 2013

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking 
Scuba diving

Sail only

Code 	 Days	C ruise Dates	 From / To	S hip	 Activities	 Mode

al
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South Georgia & Antarctic Peninsula 

Day 1 
Embark in the late afternoon to a warm 
welcome before we set sail along the Beagle 
Channel.

Day 2
Albatrosses, giant petrels and tiny Wilsons 
storm petrels escort us across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Our naturalist and historian enliven 
the crossing with informative talks, and we 
prepare for our first landing.

Day 3
We visit an outlying island in the Falkland 
group, greeted onshore by a fascinating mix of 
sea lions, elephant seals, Magellanic penguins 
and waterbirds.

Day 4
Stanley, the Falklands’ undeniably British 
capital, features an excellent war museum, 
quirky post office, picturesque houses, 
welcoming shops and pubs.

Days 5-6 
We cross the Scotia Sea, entertained by our 
expert naturalist and historian, and keeping 
watch for kelp-skirted Shag Rocks. 

Days 7-10
We have ample time to explore the network of 
harbours along South Georgia’s spectacular 
northern coast, visiting wildlife havens that 
include the world’s largest king penguin 
rookeries and majestic albatross nests. 

Kayakers revel in paddling the coastline’s 
nooks and crannies, accompanied by playful 
seals. In Stromness and Grytviken harbours, 
3000-metre peaks form dramatic backdrops 
to the remains of whaling stations. Kelp-
strewn beaches are cluttered with basking 
elephant seals, feisty fur seals and a plethora 
of penguins.

Day 11 
As we cross the Scotia Sea, watch for whales, 
seabirds and our first icebergs. We have 
time to reflect on South Georgia, learn about 
Antarctica and prepare for more landings.

Days 12-13 
Pack ice permitting, we step ashore on the 
dramatic South Orkney Islands, before cross-
ing whale-rich waters to Elephant Island, 
integral to Shackleton’s survival story.

Days 14-16 
We attempt to visit the South Shetland Islands 
before sailing overnight down Gerlache Strait. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Scattered across the mighty Southern Ocean, an arc of tiny, windswept islands 
harbours some of the world’s greatest wildlife sanctuaries. Famed for its abandoned 
whaling stations and Shackleton’s heroic journey, South Georgia is home to millions 
of fur seals and penguins, wallows of elephant seals and nesting albatross.  
This remarkable voyage also includes time to explore the Antarctic Peninsula.

l 17 & 19 Day Options
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11 DAY VOYAGE ● 
18 Nov – 30 Nov 
2011  Sea kayaking 
photography option etc 
Voyage 2: 13 days 18 
Nov – 30 Nov 2011  Sea 
kayaking
Voyage 3: 13 days 6 
Nov – 18 Nov 2011  Sea 
kayaking

Opposite page: King of the castle. Salisbury Plain hosts 
tens of thousands of king penguins, who share their 
breeding grounds with elephant seals, brown skuas and 
fur seals. Photo Scott Portelli.
Clockwise from top left: A beautiful waterfall greets 
kayakers who venture into the head of Hercules Bay. 
South Georgia’s myriad harbours, coves and inlets 
provide the perfect playground for experienced sea 
kayakers. Photo Mark Jones/Rovingtortoise.co.nz.
Cuts and scars bear witness to the jousting and sparring 
that characterise male elephant seals’ battles for 
dominance during the breeding season.  
Photo Scott Portelli.
Put a feather in his cap. Macaroni penguins are one of 
the four penguin species found on South Georgia, where 
many thousands nest on the steep slopes of Cooper Bay, 
amongst other sites. Photo Shane Oxenham. 

Awaken to the thrill of Antarctica, where we 
plan to visit busy penguin rookeries, historic 
sites and make a continental landing.

Days 17-18
Return to the realm of the albatross, as we 
head north across the Drake Passage.

Day 19 
Dawn greets us in the Beagle Channel. We bid 
farewell and continue onward travel, or stop in 
Ushuaia, the world’s southernmost town.

Please check our price sheet for full pricing on all cabins and optional activities,  
or visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au or call +61 2 9252 1033.

ASG45 17 10 Nov to 
26 Nov 2012

Santiago to 
Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking Fly/Sail

ASG46 19 12 Nov  to 
30 Nov 2012 

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer Kayaking
Photography

Sail only

ASG47 17 27 Dec 2012 to  
12 Jan 2013

Ushuaia to 
Santiago

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking Sail/Fly

ASG48 17 10 Jan  to 
26 Jan 2013

Ushuaia to 
Santiago

Polar Pioneer Kayaking Sail/Fly

ASG49 17 12 Jan to 
28 Jan 2013

Santiago to 
Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Kayaking Fly/Sail

ASG50 17 26 Jan to  
11 Feb 2013

Santiago to 
Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer Kayaking Fly/Sail

Code 	 Days	C ruise Dates	 From / To	S hip	 Activities	 Mode

Voyage options
Sail to and from Ushuaia, Argentina, on ASG46. Our other South Georgia voyages are two 
days shorter, with an option of flying one way and sailing the other. Voyages ASG47 and 
ASG48 sail from Ushuaia and return to Stanley in the Falkland Islands with an onward flight 
to Santiago, Chile. ASG45, ASG49 and ASG50 operate in the reverse direction, including a 
flight from Santiago to Stanley, with the ship sailing into Ushuaia to finish.

For more information on Kayaking and Photography, see page 18.
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Weddell Sea & Antarctic Peninsula 

Day 1 
Board Polar Pioneer or Akademik Shokalskiy 
dockside to a warm welcome. We have time 
to settle in, explore the ship and attend a 
welcome briefing before an evening sail down 
the Beagle Channel.

Day 2 
Ease into shipboard life as we cross the Drake 
Passage. Our naturalist and geologist expand 
our Antarctic knowledge with briefings to 
prepare us for landings. The decks and bridge 
provide excellent space to see wildlife. 

Day 3
Today we should cross the Antarctic 
Convergence, biological boundary to an icy 
world. Penguins and seals appear as we 
approach the South Shetland Islands, where 
we hope to make our first landing.

Day 4
Access to the Weddell Sea is totally ice-
dependent. Calved from the Weddell Sea’s 
massive ice shelves, the giant icebergs of 
Antarctic Sound on the Peninsula’s northeast 
coast create a memorable sight. We thread our 

way through waters alive with penguins against 
a backdrop of breathtaking scenery, forged by 
volcanic activity.

Days 5-7
For the next three days, the whim of weather 
systems and shifting pack ice dictate our 
schedule. We may visit the vast penguin 
colonies of Brown Bluff, or Paulet Island, 
fossil-rich Seymour Island and historic Snow 
Hill Island. We may hike to spectacular 
vantage points on Beak and Devil islands. We 
may even reach the islands of Prince Gustav 
Channel. Wherever we go, wildlife, Heroic Age 
relics and haunting landscapes await.

Days 8-9
Returning through Antarctic Sound, we 
head for the Peninsula’s beautiful western 
flanks. We make full use of daylight hours 
to experience as much as possible. Wildlife 
encounters on offshore islands, visiting 
historic huts and Zodiac cruising amidst bergs 
and whales are all possibilities. 

Tabular icebergs stream out of Antarctic Sound, marking our entrance to the Weddell 
Sea, where powerful tides and big ice signal an adventurous voyage. Pack ice 
stretches to the horizon, reflecting golden sun. Upwellings of cold, nutrient-rich 
water attract diverse wildlife. Ice-free islands host penguin colonies 200,000 strong. 
We hope to explore Prince Gustav Channel, fossil-rich Seymour Island and Otto 
Nordenskjold’s historic hut on Snow Hill Island. In contrast to the Weddell Sea’s wild 
isolation, spellbinding scenery captivates us as we sail down the Antarctic Peninsula’s 
west coast. Towering, glaciated peaks rise from a maze of islands and waterways, 
populated with overwhelming numbers of seals, penguins, whales and seabirds. 

l 12 Day OPTION
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Opposite page: Dwarfed by Antarctic Peninsula’s snow-
capped peaks, a classic tall ship pushes through drifting 
sea ice, harking back to the early days of exploration.
Photo Sam Young.
Clockwise from top left: Brown Bluff’s unmistakable 
landscape forms a dramatic backdrop for grey fluffball 
Adélie penguin chicks and their adult supervisors.  
Photo Henrik Lovendahl.
Massive icebergs stream into Antarctic Sound at the 
entrance to the Weddell Sea. Photo Tony Gordon.
If I can’t see you, you’re not there! A leopard seal dozes 
peacefully on an ice floe, oblivious to the whirs and 
clicks of paparazzi cameras. Photo Hannah Conduct.
Time to spread your wings. Adélie penguins, 
immortalised in George Miller’s Happy Feet, are known 
for their intriguing posturing and facial expressions. 
Photo Scott Tuason.

Days 10-11
Petrels, prions and albatross accompany  
our ship across the Drake Passage.  
The last shipboard talks help polish our 
Antarctic education before making a 
ceremonial rounding of Cape Horn, time  
and weather permitting.

Day 12
A pre-dawn sail along the Beagle Channel 
and an early breakfast prepare us to dock in 
Ushuaia. There’s time for final photos and to 
say our farewells before disembarking.

Fossil Fields
Nordenskjold was first to discover marine 
fossils on Seymour Island, including 
bones from a 1.7 metre-high penguin. 
Weather permitting, we take up the 
search for fossils in one of Antarctica’s 
largest ice-free areas. Fascinating 
plesiosaur skeletons, spiral dog whelks 
and beautiful ammonites lie scattered 
across the exposed 
65-million-year-old 
seabed, showcasing 
diverse creatures 
that existed 
when Antarctica 
broke away from 
Gondwana. 

Please check our price sheet for full pricing on all cabins and optional activities,  
or visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au or call +61 2 9252 1033.

ANP95 12 11 Feb to 
22 Feb 2013

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer Scuba Diving Sail only

ANP96 12 17 Feb  to 
28 Feb 2013

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Sail only

Code 	 Days	C ruise Dates	 From / To	S hip	 Activities	 Mode

“Fellow passengers 
speak of having a 
spiritual experience 
out among the 
icefloes, surrounded 
by the silence and the 
immensity of the frozen 
continent. ” 
– LOUISE EVANS, THE AUSTRALIAN, 2011

Leani Gray
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South Georgia & Weddell Sea

Day 1 
Step aboard in the late afternoon to a cordial 
welcome, introductory briefing and an evening 
departure along the Beagle Channel. Settle 
in to your homely cabin, explore the ship and 
enjoy a drink with your shipmates.

Day 2 
Tune into the Southern Ocean as we cross the 
Drake Passage. Our naturalists and historian 
inform us about Antarctica and the weeks 
ahead. The outer decks and flying bridge offer 
the best vantage points for photography and 
wildlife viewing. 

Day 3
The temperature plummets as we cross 
the biological boundary of the Antarctic 

Convergence. Cormorants, penguins and seals 
mark our approach to the South Shetland 
Islands, where we may well land.

Days 4-6
Sail through Antarctic Sound with its 
spectacular iceberg parade, and into the 
Weddell Sea. Along the way we may set foot 
on the Antarctic continent, watch for whales 
and seals in a sea of abundance, and visit 
magnificent penguin rookeries at the Antarctic 
Peninsula’s northern end. In the Weddell Sea 
we begin to trace Shackleton’s path.  

Day 7
Approaching the steep slopes of Elephant 
Island, home to 22 of Shackleton’s men 
for four months, we hope for a clear view of 

the spot where the men wintered beneath 
upturned boats. With luck we go ashore to pay 
tribute to these hardy souls.

Day 8
Following in Shackleton’s wake, we cross 
the Scotia Sea, detouring to the remote, 
mountainous South Orkney Islands. Zodiac 
cruise through a maze of icebergs to land at 
a beach bedecked with penguins, seals, and 
lichen-encrusted boulders. 

Day 9
Time to reflect on all we’ve seen and learned, 
and to prepare for the next phase of our 
journey as we continue across the Scotia Sea.

Day 10
We enter King Haakon Bay on South Georgia’s 
southern coast and may land at Cave Cove, 
Shackleton’s first landfall after his epic open 
boat voyage. We farewell our alpine crossing 
party as they begin their adventure through the 
crevassed terrain of the island’s interior.

l New Voyage

Celebrating one of the greatest survival stories in Antarctic exploration, these voyages 
take you into the wild Weddell Sea, where Ernest Shackleton planned to start a daring 
feat – the first crossing of Antarctica. We follow in his wake, albeit in comfort and 
safety, to Elephant Island and South Georgia, shining a light on his heroic voyage.

l 17 & 20 Day Options – SHACKLETON ODYSSEY
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South Georgia & Weddell Sea Opposite page: Time out! The productive waters of the 
Weddell Sea attract large numbers of Adélie penguins 
such as these, resting on an ice floe before returning to 
parental duties ashore.  
Photo Colin Monteath/Hedgehoghouse.com.
Clockwise from top left: King Penguins on Salisbury Plain. 
Surrounding slopes of tussock and boulders provide 
perfect homes for nesting skuas – the penguins’ mortal 
enemies. Photo Colleen Barton.
For the ultimate South Georgia adventure, don your 
crampons, grab your ice axe and follow in Shackleton’s 
footsteps across the island’s interior.  
Photo Tarn Pilkington.
My turn! Wandering albatross share parental duties 
incubating a single egg at the nest. Observing albatross 
behaviour on South Georgia’s Prion Island is one of life’s 
most uplifting experiences. Photo Pip Smith.

Days 11-14
While the alpine party crosses the mountains 
and passes of South Georgia, the shipboard 
party explores the bays and promontories, 
revelling in the island’s extraordinary diversity 
of wildlife. We are spoiled for choice of 
landings: the world’s largest penguin rookeries, 
wandering albatross on nests, beaches of 
elephant and fur seals, and Grytviken’s 
whaling museum all vie for our attention. 
You may choose to hike from Fortuna to 
Stromness, whose whaling station marked  
the ending of Shackleton’s arduous  
island crossing. 

Days 15-17
Back to the Scotia Sea for a relaxing interlude. 
We continue our Antarctic education and 
wildlife watching en route to the Falkland 
Islands.

Day 18
Sea Lion Island offers a welcome opportunity 
to stretch our legs. Amongst a treasure trove 
of birdlife, Falkland Island steamer ducks and 
Magellanic penguins enliven walks through the 
tussock. There are clifftops to explore, birds 
and southern sea lions to watch.

Day 19
Prions, petrels and albatross accompany  
us on the last leg of our voyage as we swap 
photos and stories and reflect on shared 
adventures.

Day 20
In the wee hours we sail up the Beagle 
Channel to dock in Ushuaia. A hearty 
breakfast prepares us for leave-taking and the 
next leg of our respective journeys.

ASG51 20 22 Feb to 
13 Mar 2013

Ushuaia to 
Ushuaia

Polar Pioneer Shackleton 
Crossing

Sail only

ANP52 17 28 Feb to  
16 Mar 2013

Ushuaia to 
Santiago

Akademik 
Shokalskiy

Shackleton 
Crossing

Sail/Fly

Please check our price sheet for full pricing on all cabins and optional activities,  
or visit www.auroraexpeditions.com.au or call +61 2 9252 1033.

Code 	 Days	C ruise Dates	 From / To	S hip	 Activities	 Mode

Voyage options
Sail to and from Ushuaia, Argentina, on ASG51, a 20-day voyage. ASG52 is a 17-day 
alternative, sailing from Ushuaia and returning to Stanley in the Falkland Islands with an 
onward flight to Santiago, Chile.

Shackleton Crossing Option: See following page for details 
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Activities reveal hidden wonders
Antarctica is an adventurer’s playground whose mountains, shorelines and sheltered waterways invite exploration. Aurora Expeditions  
introduced ship-based adventure activities to Antarctic cruising, and our highly experienced guides continue to uncover a wealth of 
mountaineering, scuba diving, camping, photography and kayaking delights. If you wish to partake, please advise us when you book,  

as some activities have strictly limited numbers.

Climbing – The Antarctic Peninsula bristles with hundreds of magnificent peaks rising several 
thousand metres from the sea. Join our professional climbing guides for alpine-style, one-day 
ascents, or for ice climbing on stranded bergs. Prior experience required, please contact Aurora 
Expeditions for more information. 

Sea Kayaking – Paddlers delight in exploring 
the fascinating, wildlife-rich waterways of 
South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula. 
Our silently gliding craft transport us through a 
variety of icescapes, often arousing the curiosity 
of penguins, seals and even whales. We supply 
kayaks and dry suits; you need intermediate sea 
kayaking experience.

Scuba Diving – Deep turquoise water and gently 
swaying kelp lure hardy divers to take the 
plunge. Discover an ethereal underwater world of 
giant starfish, grounded icebergs and penguins 
in full flight. Our qualified guide’s extensive 
experience guarantees the highest safety 
standards. Experienced dry-suit divers only. 

Camping – Test your heroic spirit with a night 
on the ice and awaken to deafening silence and 
a pristine world. It’s nice to know a hot shower 
and breakfast await you back on board. We 
supply sleeping bags and mats for the ultimate 
camping experience! Dependent on weather 
and itinerary.

Photography – Antarctic light and untamed 
creatures can trick the unwary. Learn some 
tricks of the trade from our guest photographer 
who is always keen to share knowledge and tips. 
On three dedicated voyages, our professional 
photographer will help you polish your skills, 
edit your shots and make the most of your 
camera equipment.

Shackleton Crossing – Shoulder your pack and 
follow in Shackleton’s footsteps across South 
Georgia, through crevassed glaciers and alpine 
passes from King Haakon Bay to Stromness. 
The crossing takes up to three days, distance 
varying in accordance with conditions. Alpine 
climbing and trekking experience are essential 
prerequisites.

Optional Antarctic Activities
For more detailed information about these activities, and to find out how much experience you need to participate, please contact Aurora 
Expeditions and talk to one of our experts. We can also advise you about any specialist clothing or equipment you may need to bring.

Photo credits.
Left row from top: Vic Wilk; Andrew Halsall;  
Tarn Pilkington.
Above from top: Al Bakker; Waterproof Expeditions;  
Gus Riboldi.



19

Dr Gary Miller – Expedition leader and 
lecturer, Gary has 25 years of polar 
experience, including nine summers of 
researching the behaviour and ecology of 
Adélie penguins and south polar skuas in 
Antarctica. His greatest love is working in 
the field, observing and studying animals. 
He has taught many university courses on 
whales, seals and birds in such diverse 
places as Hawaii, Alaska and Mexico. His 
talents include wildlife photography and 
leading natural history tours.

Here’s a sampling of our Antarctic experts who might welcome you on board: 

Dr John Kirkwood – Naturalist John is a 
polar and marine biologist whose research 
has taken him from Antarctica to the 
tropics, focusing on animals ranging 
from microscopic crustaceans to whales. 
Recently, he has travelled extensively 
to remote, spectacular places including 
the Namibian desert, Galapagos Islands, 
Amazon rainforest and Norwegian fjords. 
Each time John travels with Aurora 
Expeditions, he experiences something 
new and exciting, and eagerly anticipates 
every voyage.

Dr Lesley Cadzow – Ship’s resident 
medical officer, Lesley is a General 
Practitioner/acupuncturist in Melbourne
with a special interest in musculoskeletal 
medicine, mental health and medical 
student training. Trained in Scotland, 
she came to Australia via a stint as a 
paediatrician in New Zealand. She’s 
worked as a Flying Doctor in Alice Springs 
and as locum GP in Northern Territory 
and Queensland Aboriginal communities. 
Lesley has been on Polar Pioneer in the 
Arctic and Antarctic. 

Dr Mike Gottfried – Geologist Mike 
teaches at Michigan State University and 
is a curator at the University Museum. 
He has organised and led fossil hunting 
expeditions in Tanzania, and conducted 
field research in Madagascar, New 
Zealand, USA, and Chile. Mike studied 
the evolution of white sharks and 
their giant fossil relatives, leading to 
involvement in documentary films. He has 
led study groups to Antarctica, and enjoys 
hiking, birding, and being on, in, or near 
saltwater.

Sue Werner – Assistant expedition leader 
Sue is integral to the Aurora Expeditions 
family. She was our Operations Manager 
for many years and has worked on our 
polar voyages for more than a decade. 
Passionate about wild places, Sue spends 
her spare time exploring, climbing, 
kayaking, high-altitude trekking and scuba 
diving. A keen photographer with a wealth 
of knowledge about the polar regions, 
Sue aims to offer you the best possible 
Antarctic experience.

Tarn Pilkington – Climbing guide Tarn has 
made many trips to Antarctica both as 
guide and scientific field assistant. Based 
in New Zealand, he works full time as a 
mountain guide in the Southern Alps and 
other locations around the world. Tarn has 
his International Federation of Mountain 
Guides Associations qualification, is an 
accredited Safety Auditor and a keen 
videographer. He oversees our climbing 
adventures and leads our alpine crossings 
of South Georgia.
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Aurora Expeditions – Your Travel Agent
Aurora Expeditions is a licensed travel agent that delivers 
one-on-one service for your upcoming expedition. From 
your first contact with us, through booking your travel 
arrangements, to stepping aboard, you’ll appreciate the 
friendly expertise of our knowledgeable team. 

We’ve been planning itineraries in South America to 
complement our Antarctic voyages for more than 20 years, 
so let us book your flights, travel insurance, accommodation, 
tours and transfers to and from our voyage departure points. 
Below is a sample of our exciting itinerary suggestions.

How to book

A deposit of US$1,250 per passenger, per voyage and a completed 
booking form is required to secure your booking. The booking form can be 
downloaded at www. auroraexpeditions.com.au. Final payment is strictly 
due 90 days prior to departure. Payments can be made by direct deposit, 
bank cheque/draft, personal cheque, or credit card (surcharges apply 
to final payments only). Please ensure you read the Terms & Conditions 
carefully before signing your booking form. 

Left: Meet the Aurora Expeditions office team:  
Back row: Mael, Arash, Ania, Becky. 
Middle row: Anne, Olivia, Jane, Bec, Emma.
Front row: Leani, Cecily, Lisa, Veronica.

Absent: Alison and Ludmila.

SEE Argentina
Explore bustling Buenos Aires, famous for its steak houses, Eva Peron, and tango. 
Take a short flight to Iguazu Falls – the world’s largest waterfalls. From Ushuaia, 
you can explore Tierro del Fuego at the ‘End of the World’, see the active Perito 
Moreno Glacier near El Calafate, or take a Patagonia tour to Argentina’s magnificent 
hiking regions.

EXPERIENCE Chile
Sample Santiago’s fine museums and flourishing arts scene. Close by, the Andean 
Peaks offer diverse adventure activities, or you can tour Chile’s central wine-
growing region. Further north, experience Atacama Desert – the world’s driest – or 
the Tatio geysers, 4300 metres above sea level! A short side-trip uncovers World 
Heritage-listed Easter Island’s archaeological mysteries. Punta Arenas is Chile’s 
gateway to Patagonia and the breathtaking mountains of Torres del Paine.

MORE South America
Whether it be the wild Amazon, trekking to Machu Picchu, or a wildlife cruise in 
the Galapagos, our knowledgeable Reservations team will help you plan and book 
your South American adventure!

Contact our Expedition Experts on +61 2 9252 1033

Above: Wander amongst the colourful houses and tango performers of 
La Boca in Buenos Aires, Argentina’s magnificent capital.
Left: Patagonia’s Perito Moreno glacier has a 5 km front and rises 
more than 60 meters above the water.
Bottom: Marvel at Easter Island’s world-renowned stone statues, some 
rising to almost 22 metres with a weight of 164 tonnes.

Photo Mael Ressos.



Code Voyage Name Ship From/To Days Departure Date Triple Share Twin Share Twin Private Mini Suite Captain’s Suite Kayaking Included Flights

ANP85 Antarctic Peninsula Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Punta Arenas 8 26/11/2012 USD 6,365 USD 7,735 USD 8,935 USD 9,895 USD 10,910 USD 850 Flight from King George Island to Punta Arenas

ANP86 Antarctic Peninsula Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Ushuaia 12 30/11/2012 USD 7,200 USD 8,510 USD 9,635 USD 10,670 USD 11,825 USD 975 No flights included

ANP87 Antarctic Peninsula Akademik Shokalskiy Punta Arenas to Ushuaia 9 3/12/2012 USD 6,875 USD 7,825 USD 8,985 USD 9,945 USD 11,220 USD 895 Flight from Punta Arenas to King George Island

ANP88 Antarctica Peninsula Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Punta Arenas 9 11/12/2012 USD 6,875 USD 7,825 USD 8,985 USD 9,945 USD 11,220 USD 895 Flight from King George Island to Punta Arenas

ANP89 Antarctic Peninsula Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Ushuaia 12 11/12/2012 USD 7,200 USD 8,510 USD 9,635 USD 10,670 USD 11,825 USD 975 No flights included

ANP90 Antarctic Peninsula - Christmas Akademik Shokalskiy Punta Arenas to Ushuaia 9 19/12/2012 USD 6,875 USD 7,825 USD 8,985 USD 9,945 USD 11,220 USD 895 Flight from Punta Arenas to King George Island

ANP91 Antarctic Peninsula - Christmas Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Punta Arenas 10 22/12/2012 USD 7,200 USD 8,510 USD 9,635 USD 10,670 USD 11,825 USD 895 Flight from King George Island to Punta Arena

ANP92 Antarctic Peninsula - New Year Polar Pioneer Punta Arenas to Ushuaia 11 31/12/2012 USD 7,500 USD 8,700 USD 9,800 USD 10,900 USD 12,100 USD 975 Flight from Punta Arenas to King George Island

ANP93 Across the Circle Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Ushuaia 11 28/1/2013 USD 6,365 USD 7,735 USD 8,940 USD 9,895 USD 10,910 USD 975 No flights included

ANP94 Across the Circle Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Ushuaia 11 7/2/2013 USD 6,365 USD 7,735 USD 8,940 USD 9,895 USD 10,910 USD 975 No flights included

ANP95 Weddell Sea & Antarctica Penisula Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Ushuaia 12 11/2/2013 USD 7,455 USD 8,830 USD 10,025 USD 10,985 USD 12,000 No flights included

ANP96 Weddell Sea & Antarctica Penisula Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Ushuaia 12 17/2/2013 USD 7,455 USD 8,830 USD 10,025 USD 10,985 USD 12,000 No flights included

ASG45 South Georgia &  
Antarctic Peninsula

Akademik Shokalskiy Santiago to Ushuaia 17 10/11/2012 USD 10,995 USD 12,855 USD 15,030 USD 15,620 USD 16,720 USD 1,250 Flight from Santiago, Chile to Stanley, Falkland 
Islands. Transfer from Stanley airport to ship

ASG46 South Georgia &  
Antarctic Peninsula

Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Ushuaia 19 12/11/2012 USD 10,995 USD 12,855 USD 15,030 USD 15,620 USD 16,720 USD 1,250 No flights included

ASG47 South Georgia &  
Antarctic Peninsula – New Year

Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Santiago 17 27/12/2012 USD 11,220 USD 13,065 USD 15,195 USD 16,095 USD 17,530 USD 1,250 Transfer from ship to Stanley airport. Flight from 
Stanley, Falkland Islands to Santiago, Chile

ASG48 South Georgia &  
Antarctic Peninsula

Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Santiago 17 10/1/2013 USD 11,220 USD 13,065 USD 15,200 USD 16,095 USD 17,530 USD 1,250 Transfer from ship to Stanley airport. Flight from 
Stanley, Falkland Islands to Santiago, Chile

ASG49 South Georgia &  
Antarctic Peninsula

Akademik Shokalskiy Santiago to Ushuaia 17 12/1/2013 USD 11,220 USD 13,065 USD 15,195 USD 16,095 USD 17,530 USD 1,250 Flight from Santiago, Chile to Stanley, Falkland 
Islands. Transfer from Stanley airport to ship

ASG50 South Georgia &  
Antarctic Peninsula

Polar Pioneer Santiago to Ushuaia 17 26/1/2013 USD 11,220 USD 13,065 USD 15,200 USD 16,095 USD 17,530 USD 1,250 Flight from Santiago, Chile to Stanley, Falkland 
Islands. Transfer from Stanley airport to ship

ASG51 Weddell Sea & South Georgia Polar Pioneer Ushuaia to Ushuaia 20 22/2/2013 USD 11,550 USD 13,760 USD 15,995 USD 17,490 USD 18,650 No flights included

ASG52 Weddell Sea & South Georgia Akademik Shokalskiy Ushuaia to Santiago 17 28/2/2013 USD 11,550 USD 13,760 USD 15,995 USD 17,490 USD 18,650 Transfer from ship to Stanley airport. Flight from 
Stanley, Falkland Islands to Santiago, Chile

Antarctica 2012 – 2013 Price SheetCruising to the  
heart of nature

VOYAGE INCLUSIONS
• Comprehensive predeparture information
• �All meals, snacks, tea & coffee 
• All shore excursions and Zodiac cruises

• �Educational lectures and guiding 
services by our Polar experts

• �Use of gumboots

• Daily cabin service
• An Aurora Expeditions travel mug
• Professional produced voyage log

Additional activity prices
• Photography USD250 (ASG46, ANP86, ANP88)	 • Climbing USD350 (ANP86, ANP89) 
• Scuba Diving USD920 (ANP93, ANP94, ANP95)	 • Shackleton Crossing USD850 (ASG51, ASG52) 
• Camping is free of charge on selected voyages and is subject to weather conditions.

Prices quoted are in US dollars, per person, twin share. Single occupancy is 1.7 times the twin share price. No single supplement applies if you are willing to share your cabin (triple & twin cabins only). Fuel surcharge may apply in the event of significant fuel price increases. No refund for unused services. Prices valid from October 2011.
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We look forward to welcoming you on board.
To book, please complete and sign the booking form and  
send it to Aurora Expeditions along with your deposit and a  
photocopy of your passport (for international voyages only).

PASSENGER I
Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (Last Name)   (First Name)

Address

  State   Postcode

Tel(hm)  Mobile

Email

Name on Passport

Date of Birth Nationality

Passport No.  Place of Issue

Date of Issue  Date of Expiry

PASSENGER 2
Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (Last Name)   (First Name)

Address

  State   Postcode

Tel(hm)  Mobile

Email

Name on Passport

Date of Birth Nationality

Passport No.  Place of Issue

Date of Issue  Date of ExpiryBo
o

ki
n

g
 F

o
rm

   I would like Aurora Expeditions to contact me about organising my travel arrangements

ACTIVITY OPTIONS (limited places on selected departures)

 Scuba Diving   Kayaking  Climbing   Photography  Shackleton Crossing

How did you hear about us?

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Signature 1    Date

Signature 2    Date

Signature of parent or guardian if under the age of consent

DEPOSIT PAYMENT – US/AU$1250 PER PERSON
BY CHEQUE  Please make cheques payable to Aurora Expeditions.

BY CREDIT CARD  Payment by credit card only accepted for deposits.

 Bankcard  Visa  Mastercard  AMEX  Card ID:  (AMEX only)

 Expiry  /

Cardholder’s Name

Signature     $

Aurora Expeditions NSW Travel Agents 
Lic. Number 2TA07028 
Contact details
Aurora Travel Pty Ltd  
(ABN 85 139766 911)
Moran House, Level 3, 13-15 Bridge Street, 
Sydney NSW 2000 Australia
Telephone: +61 2 9252 1033 
Freecall: 1800 637 688 
Fax: +61 2 9252 1373 
Email: info@auroraexpeditions.com.au 

TRIP SELECTED   Antarctica  European Arctic  Scotland 

   Russian Coast  Papua New Guinea   Kimberley Coast

Voyage

Departure Date

Cabin Category

OFFICE USE ONLY:
Date Received: / / Received by:  Data Entered:  / /  Data Entered by:
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Mandatory Travel Insurance
Passengers travelling with Aurora Expeditions are 
required to be covered by a travel insurance policy 
that includes emergency evacuation coverage. 
We travel to remote regions of the world and we 
recommend that the policy’s emergency evacuation 
benefit be higher than minimum. Please ask your 
Aurora Expeditions consultant or your travel agent 
about travel insurance.  

Cancellations
We recommend cancellation insurance. If it becomes 
necessary to cancel your voyage, we ask that you 
notify your Travel Agent or our Sales Team immedi-
ately in writing. Cancellation will take effect upon 
receipt by Aurora Expeditions of your written notice. 
Cancellation made before 90 days of voyage departure 
are subject to a non-refundable deposit of $1250, 
however your deposit may be transferred towards a 
different voyage for a fee of $250. Transfers are sub-
ject to availability and are only valid on voyages that 
depart within 12 months from date of transfer. You 
must pay the difference between the original booked 
price and the price of any transferred booking includ-
ing the new deposit amount. If cancellation takes 
place less than 90 days prior to departure, you will be 
required to pay the full cost of the voyage. 

Delay or change of itinerary
Aurora Expeditions may for any reason change the 
date of departure or conclusion of the tour, the 
scheduled point of departure for the tour, omit or 
change any scheduled stop on the tour or change the 
scheduled place of conclusion for the tour whether 
before or after the tour has departed, without prior 
notice to you. You will have no right to any refund 
and Aurora Expeditions will have no obligation to 
you or be liable for any loss, consequential damages, 
expenses, loss of time or enjoyment or inconvenience 
in respect of such changes.

Aurora Expeditions reserves the right to cancel any 
tour prior to departure in which case any payment 
made by you will be refunded in full and you will not 
be entitled to make any further claim for compensa-
tion or damages, for any loss, consequential damage, 
expenses, loss of time or inconvenience which may 
result from such cancellation.

Trip costs
Trip costs are based on ground costs, fuel prices, ship 
charter rates and airfares at time of printing. While 
we try our utmost not to increase our prices, this is 
sometimes outside our control. We reserve the right 

to amend our prices. Amendments should occur only 
in the event of significant surface increases and/or 
marked fluctuations in the US$ exchange rate upon 
which the land content is based or large fluctuations 
in fuel costs. Any increase in price must be paid by 
you before your departure.

RESPONSIBILITY
This is very important – please read carefully.
By my/our signature(s) as set forth on the booking 
form I also acknowledge and confirm the following:
Except to the extent that this waiver may be 
prohibited or restricted by the Trade Practices Act 
1974 or other legislation that may exist from time to 
time in Australia, I hereby release Aurora Expeditions, 
its employees and agents and any licensor or licensee 
of it from all claims and actions that I/we have or 
may have at any time in the future against them or 
any of them, howsoever arising, for personal injury, 
death, property damage or any other loss, damage 
or expense that I/we may suffer as a result of my/
our participation in any trip organised with or in 
conjunction with Aurora Expeditions.

I am aware that your adventure trip, in addition 
to the usual dangers and risks inherent, has certain 
additional dangers and risks, some of which may 
include: physical exertion for which I may not be 
prepared, weather extremes subject to sudden and 
unexpected change, remoteness from normal medical 
services, evacuation difficulties if I am disabled. 
I accept all the inherent risks of the proposed 
adventure trip and the possibility of personal 
injury, death, property damage or loss resulting 
therefrom. I acknowledge that the enjoyment and 
excitement of adventure travel is derived in part 
from the inherent risks incurred by travel and activity 
beyond the accepted safety of life at home or work, 
and that these inherent risks contribute to such 
enjoyment and excitement, being a reason for my 
participation. I agree that if I suffer injury or illness 
Aurora Expeditions can, at my cost, arrange medical 
treatment and emergency evacuation service, as 
Aurora Expeditions deems essential for my safety.

In entering into this Agreement, I am not relying 
on any oral, written or visual representatives or 
statements by Aurora Expeditions or its staff or any 
other inducement or coercion to go on the adventure 
trip, hence, only of my own free will. I confirm that I 
am over the age of 18 years and that I have read and 
understand the terms and conditions of contract and 
this Agreement prior to signing it and agree that this 
Agreement will be binding upon my heirs, next of kin, 
executors, administrators and successors. I agree that 

this Agreement shall be governed in all respects by 
and interpreted in accordance with the law of New 
South Wales AUSTRALIA.

Health, Fitness, Trip Grades and Age Limits
It is your responsibility to advise Aurora Expeditions 
of any pre-existing medical conditions and /or 
disability that might reasonably be expected to 
increase risk of you requiring medical attention, or 
that might affect the normal conduct of a voyage 
and the enjoyment of other voyage members. You 
are required to provide an assessment of your 
medical condition from a fully qualified medical 
practitioner. Aurora Expeditions reserves the right, at 
its reasonable discretion, to cancel your booking and 
refund the money paid by you, less any unrecoverable 
costs. Aurora Expeditions also reserves the right to 
cancel your participation in a voyage at any time, 
including after the commencement of the trip, with 
no right of refund if your medical condition and/
or disability could be reasonably expected to affect 
the normal conduct of the trip and the enjoyment of 
other voyage members. Any person under 18 years of 
age must travel with their legal guardian. 

Authority of the Expedition Leader
At all times the decision of the Aurora Expeditions 
expedition leader or representative will be final on all 
matters likely to affect the safety and well-being of 
the trip. This includes any decision that the Aurora 
Expeditions expedition leader makes about your 
ongoing participation in the trip or certain activities 
that compromise part of the trip. If you fail to comply 
with a decision made by the Aurora Expeditions 
Expedition Leader, or interfere with the well-being of 
the group, the Aurora Expeditions expedition leader 
reserves the right to terminate this contract and order 
you to leave the tour immediately, with no right of 
refund.

Feedback
If you have any complaints about your trip, you must 
make it known at the earliest opportunity to the 
Aurora Expeditions expedition leader or an Aurora 
Expeditions representative, who will be able to take 
appropriate action. If at the end of the trip you feel 
that your complaint has not been properly dealt with 
please notify us in writing within 30 days of the end 
of your trip.

Aurora Expeditions NSW Travel Agents 
Lic. Number 2TA07028
Aurora Travel Pty Ltd ABN 85 139 766 911

Please read the booking conditions carefully. They set out your agreement with Aurora Expeditions and contain important 
information. We have tried to keep the fine print to a minimum, so please bear with us.
By booking with us and paying your deposit you are agreeing to the General Terms and Conditions outlined below. If you do not 
understand these General Terms and Conditions please contact a member of the Aurora Expeditions sales team for clarification.

INCLUDED IN THE EXPEDITION PRICE

w Accommodation and all meals on board ship. 
w All shore excursions from the ship including Zodiacs. 
w Lectures, videos, slide and film shows and guide services. 
w Medical services. There is a resident medical officer and well 		
	 equipped clinic on board. 
w Port taxes and port charges imposed by government authorities. 
w Pre-departure information. 
w Pre and post land arrangements as mentioned in the itinerary.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE EXPEDITION PRICE

w Visa, passport and vaccination charges and airport departure taxes. 
w Flights, hotels and meals not included in the voyage itinerary. 
w Optional excursions not included in the voyage itinerary. 
w Laundry, postage, personal clothing, medical expenses, personal 
	 travel insurance and items of a personal nature such as bar 		
	 charges and phone calls and optional end of voyage tips. 
w Credit card surcharge, if making your final payments by credit card. 
w Emergency evacuation charges. Travel insurance is mandatory.

 G E N E R A L  T E R M S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N S

e x p e d i t i o n s



ORIGINAL-KATALOG-ANFORDERUNG

Sehr geehrte Reise-Interessenten. Vielen Dank für Ihr
Interesse und den Download eines digitalen Kataloges im pdf-
Format aus unserem Programm.

Gerne senden wir Ihnen zusätzlich bei weitergehendem
Interesse den entsprechenden vollständigen Original-Katalog
als gedruckte Version auf dem Postweg.

Bitte nennen Sie unten den gewünschten Katalog und senden
Sie dieses Formular per Post oder Fax an uns zurück.

Bitte senden Sie mir den aktuellen Original-Katalog für
folgendes Programm/Schiff:

Bitte senden Sie den ausgewählten Katalog an folgende
Adresse:

Vorname + Name:       Telefonnummer

Strasse + Nr.       Faxnummer

PLZ + Wohnort       e-mail-Adresse

Bitte per Post (in Fenster-Umschlag) an:         oder per Fax an 04131-54255

An
POLARADVENTURES
c/o Agentur für Erlebnis-Reisen
Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40

D-21335 Lüneburg



Individuelle Buchungsanfrage  per Fax an 04131-54255 oder per Post an
Polaradventures, Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40, D-21335 Lüneburg, Germany
Bitte unterbreiten Sie mir ein unverbindliches Angebot für folgende Leistungen:
        
         Angebot mit Insolvenzversicherung nach deutschem Reiseveranstalterecht + Preis in EUR

         Direkt-Angebot der ausländischen Reedereien (ausländ. Reiserecht + Preis in USD zum Tageskurs in EUR)

Schiffsname

Reisename/ -Route
Abfahrt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Alternative Abfahrt (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)
(falls ausgebucht) 

Kabinenkategorie
Alternative Kabinenkategorie 
(falls ausgebucht)

         Doppelkabine                Doppelkabine zur Einzelnutzung                   Halbe Doppelkabine zur Mitbenutzung
        
Zubringerflüge:

Abflughafen

Hinflugdatum (tt/mm/jj)

Rückflugdatum (tt/mm/jj)

bevorzugte Airline

         Economy-Class              Business-Class

        
Zusätzliche Hotelübernachtungen:

Hotelname/Übernachtungsort
Aufenthalt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Hotelname/Übernachtungsort
Aufenthalt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Reiseversicherungen:
         keine

         Reiserücktrittskostenversicherung
         Komplettschutz (Reiserücktritts-, Kranken-, Unfall-, Gepäck- und Notfallversicherung)

Persönliche Angaben:
1. Reiseteilnehmer
Vorname, Name / Geburtsdatum

2. Reiseteilnehmer
Vorname, Name / Geburtsdatum

Angebot bitte:
         per Email an (Emailadresse)

         per Fax an (Nummer)
         per Post an (Vorname & Name) 

         (Straße & Nr.) 
         (PLZ & Wohnort)




