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Cabin categories:
Heritage Suite: Has a large lounge area, a separate bedroom with 
double bed, a single bed in the lounge, writing desk, wardrobe, 
drawers and fridge. There is a private bathroom with shower, toilet and 
washbasin. There are large forward and side facing windows to allow 
great views.

Mini Suites: Have a separate bedroom with a double bed and a single 
bed or a sofa in the lounge, wardrobe, drawers, a desk and a private 
bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. The Mini Suites have 
windows.

Superior Plus cabins: Cabins have two lower berths, wardrobe, 
drawers, desk, a private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. 
These cabins have windows.

Superior cabins: Cabins have bunks (an upper and lower berths), 
wardrobe, drawers, a desk, a private bathroom with shower, toilet and 
washbasin. These cabins have windows.

Main deck cabins: Cabins have two lower berths, wardrobe, drawers, 
a desk, washbasin and porthole. The nearby showers and toilets are 
shared with other Main deck cabins.

Main deck triple: This cabin has one bunk (one upper and one lower) 
and one lower berth, wardrobe, drawers, a desk and wash basin. The 
nearby showers and toilets are shared with other Main deck cabins
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The ‘Spirit of Enderby’ is the complete expedition vessel, built 
in 1984 for polar and oceanographic research; she is fully ice-
strengthened and has stabilisers for more comfortable travel. 

Refurbished in November 2004 to provide comfortable 
accommodation in twin share cabins approximately half of 
which have private facilities. All cabins have outside windows 
or portholes and ample storage space. On board there is a 
combined bar/library lounge area and a dedicated lecture room

This class of vessel is world renowned for polar expedition 
cruising because of its strength, manoeuvrability and small 
passenger numbers. With a maximum of 50 passengers on 
Heritage Expedition voyages we are one of the few remaining 
companies still offering the true small ship experience. 



www.heritage-expeditions.com

ACROSS THE TOP OF THE WORLD
Wrangel Island & Chukotka - Russian Far East

Antarctic House

53B Montreal Street

PO Box 7218
Christchurch, 8240

New Zealand

Freephone: 0800 262 8873
Tel: +64 (0) 3 365 3500
Fax: +64 (0) 3 365 1300

info@heritage-expeditions.com

www.heritage-expeditions.com



www.heritage-expeditions.com

Itinerary
Day 1: Nome Alaska, 
(#1128 Thursday 28th July 2011)(#1130 Thursday 11th August 2011)
(#1132 Thursday 25th August 2011) On arrival at Nome Airport, 
you will join a private charter flight to Provideniya with your fellow 
passengers. During this flight you will cross the International Date 
Line, on arrival into Provideniya, Russia (#1128 - Friday 29th July 
2011)(#1130 - Friday 12th August 2011)(#1132 - Friday 26th August 
2011) you will clear Russian Customs and Immigration and have the 
opportunity to explore Provideniya. You will meet your expedition 
team and board Spirit of Enderby. 

Day 2: Laventiya
Today we visit the town of Laventiya located on a bay of the 
same name. Captain James Cook named the bay in 1778 after St 
Laurence, whose day it was when he arrived. It is a comfortable, 
modern town with a population of 1000, the majority of which are 
Chukchi. This is an opportunity to meet the local people, to join 
them in an entertainment program and to visit the local museum.  
From Laventiya you have the opportunity of travelling inland 
by truck, where you can discover a world of expansive tundra, 
wildflowers and possibly some reindeer. You might also take the 
opportunity to soak in the thermal pools south of town. As we 
sail across Laventiya in the evening, keep a look out for whales, 
especially Grey whales that frequent the area in significant numbers.

Day 3: Cape Dezneva / Uelen Village
Sea conditions permitting, we will land at Cape Dezneva early 
this morning. This is the northernmost point of Eurasia as well as 
an historic landmark, named after the Siberian Cossack Semyon 
Dezhnev, the first European to sail from the Arctic to the Pacific. 
A steep scramble from the beach brings you to the abandoned 
Border Guard and the monument to Dezhnev. A few nautical miles 
to the west, we stop at Uelen Village, which has been continuously 
inhabited for at least 2000 years. Today the settlement is best 
known for its ivory carving school.    

Day 4: Kolchyn Island
This small island was once an important Russian Polar Research 
Station, and for good reason. The place fairly teems with life. Near 
the abandoned station at the western end of the island are some of 
the most amazing bird cliffs in the entire Arctic. Puffins, guillemots, 
gulls and cormorants can be seen from just meters away. Activity is 
intense, with birds continuously wheeling and circling. At the eastern 
end of the island is a walrus haul-out. A relatively easy scramble 
from a landing beside a walrus hunter’s camp brings us to a great 
observation point overlooking the scene.   

Day 5-8: Wrangel and Herald Islands
Ice and weather conditions permitting, we will spend four days 
on Wrangel Island, an outstanding High Arctic nature reserve just 
recently opened to tourism. Wrangel was formerly a large weather 
station with a staff of over 80, and for a few years indigenous people 
grazed reindeer. Today it is a Russian Federal Nature Reserve, 
sometimes referred to as a polar bear maternity ward on account 
of the large number of cubs born each year. Local Rangers will 
accompany us during our stay.   
Our activities will be determined by the weather, sea and ice, but 
there are many landings that we can make to search out wildlife 
and wildflowers. Polar bears will be high on our list of animals to 
see, and with a little patience we should be rewarded with a number 
of encounters – hopefully including females with cubs.  Muskoxen 

This is one of the last great journeys in an ever-shrinking 
world. We are privileged to get to know a land and a 
people in a way that very few have had as we travel 
from Nome, Alaska across the Bering Strait to Chukotka 
in the far eastern Russian Arctic. Here we enter the 
homeland of the Chukchi and Siberian Yupik Eskimo 
nations.  Long isolated from western civilization, these 
indigenous people have learned to survive and even 
thrive in one of the harshest environments on the planet. 

When we arrive it will be late summer and the ice 
encasing the region every winter will have retreated far 
to the north. The area holds an abundance of wildlife, 
notably migratory birds, walrus and polar bears. Many 
of the bird species we will find come here for the express 
purpose of breeding, taking advantage of the brief 
summer riot of life – a period of exceptionally abundant 
resources provided by land and sea. We plan to spend 
two days at Wrangel Island, well known to biologists as 
a ‘Polar Bear maternity ward’ on account of the number 
of cubs born here in winter. At this and other isolated 
outposts in the High Arctic, we will explore the natural 
and human history of this wild and beautiful land.
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and reindeer were brought to the Island long ago, and we hope to 
see these in various locations. There is also a great number of bird 
species breeding here, including the Snow Goose, which breeds 
nowhere else in Russia. Other species include the Snowy Owl and 
Skuas. 
We will also visit a number of historic sites like Dragi Harbor, where 
the Karluk’s crew overwintered in 1914 after their ship was crushed 
by ice. And if conditions permit, we will explore the Herald Islets to 
the east of Wrangel Island home to one of the largest walrus haul-
outs in this part of the world.

Day 9: Cape Vankarem
Next, we make a stop at Cape Vankarem, a headland projecting 
across the mouth of a lagoon and home to the Chukchi settlement 
of the same name – probably one of the more traditional villages 
that we will encounter on this journey. Although mapped and 
charted, much of this coastland has seen few tourists and so these 
expedition landings offer a rare opportunity for interaction. The area 
around the Cape is bounded by narrow sand ridges with numerous 
coastal lagoons and inlets. In addition to visiting with the Chukchi, 
we will keep an eye out for Bowhead and Gray Whales, abundant in 
these waters.

Day 10: Kolyuchin Inlet
Today we explore the coastal area of the Kolyuchin Inlet. This is 
a 100 kilometre-long bay substantially separated from the Arctic 
Ocean by a mouth only 2.8 kilometres wide. 
It is a wild, desolate region that has a strange beauty about it. The 
sand dunes and tidal areas around the mouth of this Inlet support 
a rich variety of birdlife, including Emperor Geese and Spoon-billed 
Sandpipers. Grey Whales frequent the area and are sometimes 
spotted feeding only meters offshore. 

Day 11: Whalebone Alley
One of the more remarkable sites in Chukotka, this historic 
archaeological site is found on the north shore of Yttygran Island 
and dates back to the 14th century.  Here you will find 50 to 60 
Bowhead Whale skulls and 30-odd jawbones. There are also 
hundreds of carefully laid stones and about 150 meat storage pits. 
Archaeologists suggest that this was a central gathering place for a 
good number of coastal villages in the region. As you might expect, 
this is close by a migratory route for whales, some of which we hope 
to see from the Zodiacs.

Day 12: Provideniya/Flight to Nome Alaska
(#1128 - Tuesday 9th August 2011)(#1130 - Tuesday 23th August 
2011)(#1132 - Tuesday 6th September 2011) We return to 
Provideniya to board our private character flight to Nome, Alaska, 
on departure we will clear Russian Customs and Immigration. Cross 
the International Date Line and arrive in Nome (#1128 - Monday 8th 
August 2011)(#1130 - Monday 22nd August 2011)(#1132 - Monday 
5th September 2011), clear US Customs and say our farewells.

Our vessel, the ‘Spirit of Enderby’ (Professor Khromov) is perfect for 
expedition travel. The real focus and emphasis of every expedition 
is getting you ashore as often as possible for as long as possible 
with maximum safety and comfort. It carries just 50 passengers 
in very comfortable accommodation. She measures 72 metres in 
length and is fully ice-strengthened.

Nome - Nome Dates:
#1128	 28th July - 8th August 2011+

#1130	 11th - 22th August 2011+

#1132	 25th August - 5th September 2011+

(+Alaskan local time/date)

Prices:
Heritage Suite	 $ 11,500pp
Mini Suite	 $ 10,600pp
Superior Plus	 $ 9,665pp
Superior	 $ 9,200pp
Main Deck	 $ 8,560pp
Main Deck Triple	 $ 7,760pp

Additional charges:
Landing Fees	 $ 350pp

(All prices in USD

Included in the cruise price:
All landing fees and permits, All shore excursions as outlined in 
itinerary, All accommodation and meals onboard, 
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders, Post-expedition Trip Log.

Price Excludes:
Flights to and from Nome, Alaska, Travel insurance, Laundry, Drinks, 
Gratuities and other items of a personal nature.

Optional Free Anadyr - Anadyr extension:
If you wish to maximise your time in the Russian Far East you can 
join your ‘Across the Top of the World’ expedition in Anadyr for no 
extra cost.
Flight to Anadyr (flights not included) and join Spirit of Enderby in 
the Port of Anadyr and meet your expedition team.
Depending on your flight arrival into Anadyr your afternoon is 
free to explore the town, which is the administrative centre of the 
Chukotka Autonomous Region. 
After a night onboard in Anadyr we depart early the morning for 
Providenyia a former strategic military town and seaport. 
Sailing from Anadyr to Providenyia presents good opportinies to 
see Beluga and Grey whales as well as a wide range of birdlife.

#1128
27th July to 10th August* - Anadyr - Anadyr
#1130
10th August to 24th August* - Anadyr - Anadyr
#1132
24th August to 9th September* - Anadyr - Anadyr
(*Russian local time/date)
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Joining us on this expedition 
will be members of BirdLife 
International’s Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper Recovery Team.
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Itinerary
Day 1
Fly to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy, the administrative capital of the 
Kamchatka region. The city was established in 1740 by Vitus Bering 
of the Second Kamchatka Expedition and came to prominence 
during the cold war as a major Russian naval base. There is still a 
significant military presence here, and parts of the harbour have 
restricted access.  
Accommodation will be arranged for you in Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatskiy for the night of Sunday, 26th June 2011.  Please let us 
know if you need additional accommodation before this date.  We 
are able to organise pre or post excursions and accommodation as 
required.

Day 2
Your Expedition departs from the Port of Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatskiy on Monday, 27th June 2011.  
There will be some free time before boarding the ship in the 
afternoon. We suggest that you explore the town – the hotel will 
be able to assist you in finding the principal sites. There are some 
significant monuments celebrating important events in the history 
of the town, including the British and French attacks. There is also a 
very good museum.  

Transfer from the hotel to the Spirit of Enderby in the Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatskiy harbour on the shores of Avacha Bay, claimed by 
some to be the world’s most beautiful natural harbour. We sail this 
afternoon. 

Day 3: Zhupanova River
We will spend the morning in the Zhupanova River region on the 
Kamchatka Peninsula. Our zodiacs can negotiate the shallow 
meandering river where there are superb opportunities for both 
birding and nature walks. We are likely to see up to 40 species of 
birds, including such special Siberian species as the yellow billed 
loon, yellow-breasted bunting, greenshank, Far-Eastern curlew, 
and common tern. Beyond the river, in mature birch forest there is a 
good chance we may see a Steller’s sea eagle.

Day 4 & 5: Commander Islands
The Commander Islands are steeped in history and the only place 
where Steller’s sea cow was ever recorded. They are named after 
famed explorer Commander Vitus Bering. A simple tombstone 
marks his grave. We will visit the small museum in the village of 
Nikolskoye for an introduction to the culture of the local people. We 
plan to visit Bering’s grave and possibly raise a toast to Bering at 
the gravesite.  The Commander Islands are home to a huge number 
of birds, including horned and tufted puffins, crested and parakeet 
auklets, thick billed murres, red-legged kittiwakes, and red-faced 
cormorants. We may also spot harbour seals, Steller’s sea lions and 
northern fur seals.

Day 6: Unkinskaya Guba
We plan an expedition landing in Ukinskaya Bay. There will be an 
opportunity to explore the extensive beach, the grass and scrubland 
behind the beach, and the large area of swamps. Several rivers and 
streams flow into the bay. We will navigate these with our zodiacs, 
landing often to enjoy the landscape and wildlife.

This expedition is as unique as the First Kamchatka 
Expedition of 1725 – 1730 which was led by Danish 
explorer Commander Vitus Bering on orders of Peter 
the Great. His orders were to travel overland to the 
Kamchatka Peninsula (from St Petersburg) and there 
build two ships and sail “north by northeast...... chart 
the coast and collect information”. It was an ambitious 
journey and a remarkable expedition. Bering set sail 
from Nizhnekamchatsk on the lower Kamchatka 
River, our expedition will depart from Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatskiy a city named in honour of Bering’s two 
ships which sailed from here for the second Kamchatka 
or Great Northern Expedition which he also led. 
From here we will sail ‘north by north east’ to 
discover wildlife and a wilderness that few people 
have seen or experienced because of the region’s 
remoteness and the fact that it was a ‘closed area’ 
until the early 1990’s. It is a land of extremes and 
myriad environments including snow-capped active 
volcanoes, geothermal regions, vast forests, extensive 
tundra, uninhabited islands and rich oceans. 
Every day we will search for the best wildlife 
experience, and there will be many, but we want to 
find one bird in particular - the extremely rare Spoon-
billed Sandpiper (Eurynorhynchus pygmeus).This bird 
is classified as ‘critically endangered’ and its only 
known breeding ground is in northern Kamchatka and 
Chukotka – the area that we will be visiting. Recent 
field studies suggest that the global population is 
much lower than previously thought, possibly fewer 
than 320 breeding pairs and declining. 
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Day 7: Karaginsky Island – Verkhoturova Island
We anchor in the Gulf of Lazmykh Vestey on the western shoreline 
of Karaginsky Island, where we will make an expedition landing to 
explore the island’s forests and wildlife.  This afternoon we land 
on the small island of Verkhoturova, where there is a traditional 
walrus haul out.  Walrus may be present, if not it is a great island for 
wildflowers and walking.

Day 8 & 9: Goven Peninsula
The Koryaksky Preserve on the Goven Peninsula protects a wide 
array of habitats from raised beach plains to steep glaciated 
mountains while the surrounding waters house a rich diversity of 
marine life including species such as Steller’s eider and Kittlitz’s 
murrelet. Ashore wetland areas provide an internationally important 
refuge for migrating birds. Our two days in the region give ample 
opportunity to explore a range of habitats as well as look for elusive 
snow sheep or encounter the brown bears which inhabit this 
wilderness.

Day 10: Bukhta Natalii
The coastline between these two prominent capes in the Koriyak 
District is dominated by a number of drowned river valley’s. These 
navigable sounds give good access to the interior where reindeer 
herders sometimes graze their herds in summer. We explore Bukhta 
Natalii where there will be opportunities to land and enjoy the many 
wildflowers and wildlife, which may include Bears. Walrus’s are likely 
to be encountered on the small islands at the entrance to the sound.

Day 11: At Sea
At sea we will follow the coastline north past Cape Gavriila, named 
after Bering’s ship St Gabriel. Because of the strong tides there is 
an abundance of food in the water, and numerous seabirds and grey 
whales can be seen feeding here. Cape Navarin marks the place 
where the land bridge to North America began when the sea levels 
were much lower. We sail across Anadyrskiy Bay into the Chukotka 
region.

Day 12: Yttygran Island
On Yttygran Island Russian anthropologists discovered an 
astonishing ancient memorial site nicknamed ‘Whale Bone Alley’ 
where whale bones stretch along the beach for nearly half a 
kilometre. We will explore this ceremonial site which has immense 
jawbones and ribs of bowhead whales placed together in a stunning 
arch formation. Walruses are known to frequent the area and there is 
a large seabird colony on neighbouring Nuneangan Island.

Day 13: Provideniya
We visit the small industrial and administrative centre of Provideniya 
named for Saint Providence. This is an important port and a 
major enterprise for the local inhabitants. It is ice-free from May to 
October each year and handles much of the freight for this region. 
Provideniya has an excellent museum which we will visit. 

Day 14: Egvekinot
From Egvekinot, a small port in Kresta Bay, there is a road running 
inland across the tundra of the inland plains where the reindeer 
herders graze their herds in the summer months. Today we travel 
by Russian Ural buses into this region so you can explore and 
appreciate the vastness and beauty of the area, see the many 
tundra plants and hopefully meet up with a group of nomadic 
reindeer herders. 

Day 15: Anadyr
Our journey ends in Anadyr on Monday, 11July 2011. The first 
outside visitor to this place was the Siberian Cossack and seafaring 
explorer Seme Dezhnev, who arrived in 1648. The region is rich 
in natural resources and today it is an administrative and trading 
centre. Although the town itself has only been in existence for just 
over a century, the origins of the name Anadyr are much older. The 
name initially derives from the Yukaghir word “any-an” meaning 
“river”. When Semyon Dezhnev met Yukaghir peoples in the area 
and the indigenous name was corrupted to form “Onandyr”, later 
Anadyrsk, the name of the ostrog (fort) upstream of the present-day 
settlement, from which the current name is derived.

Our vessel, the ‘Spirit of Enderby’ (Professor Khromov) is perfect for 
expedition travel. The real focus and emphasis of every expedition 
is getting you ashore as often as possible for as long as possible 
with maximum safety and comfort. It carries just 50 passengers 
in very comfortable accommodation. She measures 72 metres in 
length and is fully ice-strengthened.

Dates:
#1124	 26th June - 11th July 2011

Prices:
Heritage Suite	 $ 10,950 pp
Mini Suite	 $ 9,980 pp
Superior Plus	 $ 9,650 pp
Superior	 $ 8,990 pp
Main Deck	 $ 8,395 pp
Main Deck Triple	 $ 7,175 pp

Additional charges:
Landing Fees	 $ 350pp

(All prices in USD)

Included in the cruise price:
Hotel accommodation in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy (1 night, twin-
share), 
Transfer from central city hotel to ship, 
All landing fees and permits, 
All shore excursions as outlined in itinerary, 
All accommodation and meals, 
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders, 
Post-expedition Trip Log.

Price Excludes:
Travel insurance, 
Laundry, 
Drinks, 
Gratuities and other items of a personal nature.
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Itinerary
Day 1 of your expedition itinerary
Accommodation will be arranged for you in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk for 
the night of Sunday, 12 June 2011. Please let us know if you need 
additional accommodation before this date.
We are able to organise pre or post excursions and accommodation 
as required.

Day 2 of your Expedition Itinerary.
Your Expedition departs from the Port of Korsakov in Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk on Monday, 13 June 2011. After breakfast, we will 
transfer you by coach from the Mega Palace Hotel to the Port 
of Korsakov.  Here you will meet the Expedition Team and be 
welcomed on board the ‘Spirit of Enderby’.  After clearing customs 
the vessel will depart for Kunashir Island.   After you settle into your 
cabin there will be a number of formalities to complete including 
a Life Boat drill, a Zodiac briefing and introductions to crew and 
staff.  You will also want to spend time on deck for the birds you 
might encounter. Among others, there is a chance of seeing the 
Slaty-backed and Black-tailed gull, Black-legged kittiwake, Northern 
fulmar and Short-tailed shearwater.

Day 3 Kunashir Island
We are at sea again this morning with more pelagic birding 
opportunities including more Short-tailed shearwater and Northern 
fulmar.  Other species might include Sooty shearwater, Rhinoceros 
auklet, Brunnich’s, Common and Spectacled guillemot, and Tufted 
and Horned puffin. We have an afternoon ashore at the Kurilsky 
Zapvednik Reserve on Kunashir Island where local rangers will guide 
us. We will have a chance of seeing Long-tailed rosefinch, Siberian 
stonechat, Black-faced bunting, Oriental greenfinch, Brown shrike 
and Siberian rubythroat, White-tailed eagle, Eurasian sparrowhawk, 
Common and Oriental cuckoo, Japanese Pygmy and Great Spotted 
woodpecker, Coal and Long-tailed tit, Eurasian treecreeper, Eastern 
Crowned warbler, Asian Brown flycatcher, Common crossbill, 
Narcissus flycatcher and Eurasian bullfinch. Back on board this 
evening, we depart for Iturup Island.

Day 4: Iturup Island
Iturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and Haboniai Islands have been part 
of Russia since 1945, but Japan still claims them. We plan a pre-
breakfast Zodiac cruise in search of the Spectacled guillemot, which 
is known to frequent the area, and then come back on board for 
breakfast. Once finished, we will land by Zodiac at the village of 
Kurilsk, where local buses take us to nearby Rubetskiy Volcano – an 
opportunity to bird at a higher attitude. Birds that can reasonably 
be expected up here include the Eastern buzzard, Great Spotted 
and Japanese Pygmy woodpecker, Japanese Bush warbler, Arctic 
warbler, Siberian rubythroat and Japanese robin. At lower attitudes 
on our way back down the mountain we are likely to encounter the 
Eurasian bullfinch, wren, Grey wagtail, Brown dipper, Japanese 
robin and Pine grosbeak.  Before rejoining the vessel, birding along 
the coast might reveal the Grey-tailed tattler, Common tern or a 
variety of gulls – Black-tailed, Slaty-backed, Glaucous-winged, 
Glaucous, Black-headed and Black-legged kittiwake. 

Day 5: Urup & Chirpoy Islands
We enjoy an early morning landing at Novkurilskaya Bay on 
Urup Island. Expect to see White-tailed eagle, Harlequin duck, 
Goosander and Japanese cormorants along the shoreline. Inland 
among scrubby birch/alder forest, you can reasonably expect the 
Nutcracker, Eurasian bullfinch, Oriental greenfinch, Black-faced 

Explore one of the most geologically active and 
biologically rich parts of the planet. The large number 
of live volcanoes on the Kamchatka Peninsula and Kuril 
Islands has earned this region of the Pacific the name 
‘Ring of Fire’.

The Kamchatka Peninsula is a land of stunning bays 
and snow-capped volcanoes whose alpine meadows 
and lowland forests support a great diversity of wildlife. 
The seas washing these isolated coasts teem with birds 
and marine mammals. Huge avian colonies dot the sea 
cliffs and large seal rookeries are scattered along the 
coast. 

The 32-island Kuril chain consists of volcanoes rising 
from the sea floor and stretches between Russia and 
Japan across the Bering Sea. The larger of the Kuril 
Islands are inhabited, and most people make their living 
from the sea, as they have done for generations. Our 
voyage also includes the Commander Islands, rich in 
life of all kinds and the final resting place of the famed 
Danish explorer Vitus Bering.
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bunting, Arctic warbler, Rubythroat, Japanese Bush warbler, 
Middendorff’s Grasshopper warbler, Japanese robin, Grey bunting 
and Oriental cuckoo. Latham’s snipe and Woodcock might be seen 
flying through the clearing. During lunch we sail to Chirpoy Island 
for more Zodiac cruising. Dramatic headlands rise out of the ocean 
and are covered in kittiwakes, guillemots and puffins clamouring 
to complete their breeding season. Sheltered coves provide 
opportunities to land and explore the Island.

Day 6: Simushir & Yankicho Islands
This morning at the northern end of Simushir Island we take 
you by Zodiac into a huge volcanic caldera giving easy access 
to the slopes of Karlomyy Volcano. On the lower slope rests an 
abandoned submarine base – a haunting reminder of the Cold War. 
We can wander through what was once a bustling village and see 
the remains of houses, schools, a hospital and numerous other 
buildings. Nature is slowly reclaiming this village. Birds that we are 
likely to encounter include the Arctic warbler, Brown-headed thrush, 
Rubythroat, Middendorff’s Grasshopper warbler, skylark, Pine 
grosbeak, Gray bunting and nutcracker.
This afternoon we travel to Yankicho Island, part of the Ushishir 
group. The island is the submerged remains of a volcano, and 
supports birdlife that is nothing short of spectacular. Snowi Pigeon 
guillemots are numerous and we should also see Common and 
Brunnich’s guillemots along with Tufted and Horned puffins. 
Crested, Whiskered and Parakeet Auklets are also present. 
Along the cliffs breed huge colonies of Kittiwakes and Brunnich’s 
Guillemots, as well as Red-faced and Pelagic Cormorants.  Weather 
permitting, we will enter the caldera. The entrance can be affected 
by tide, but once inside it is an experience you will never forget. You 
will be surrounded by thousands of birds as they come and go from 
their nest sites. After viewing and photographing, there is a pleasant 
walk and some geothermal activity to enjoy. 

Day 7: Matua & Toporkovy Islands
Today we visit Matua Island and nearby Toporkovy Island where 
we will find an abandoned military airfield and associated buildings 
dating from the Japanese occupation during the Second World 
War – later occupied by Russian Border Guards. As we sail north, 
keep an eye out for Northern Fulmars, Short-tailed Albatross,  
Laysan Albatross, Tufted Puffins and the three species of guillemots 
– Common, Brunnich’s and Pigeon. On shore you can expect 
Eurasian Bullfinch, Oriental Greenfinch, Black-faced Bunting, 
Arctic Warbler, Rubythroat, Japanese Bush Warbler, Middendorff’s 
Grasshopper Warbler and Grey Bunting. Cetaceans that might be 
seen in this general area include Sperm Whales, Northern Minke 
Whales and Killer Whales. Dall’s Porpoise are also common, as are 
Northern Fur Seals and Harbour Seals.

Day 8: Onekotan & Paramushir Islands
This morning we land on the northern end of Onekotan Island. It 
is a relatively easy landing onto a black sand beach from where 
we enjoy a walk to nearby Black Lake. This lake lies in the in the 
lee of Volcano Nemo. Beautiful wildflowers carpet the surrounding 
meadows. During the Second World War, the occupying Japanese 
forces defended these Islands until they surrendered to the 
Russians. During our walk we will see numerous relics, including 
old gun emplacements and earth works.  This afternoon we enjoy 
an expedition landing in Bukhta Krasheninnikova on Paramushir 
Island. This is a large, mountainous volcanic island with five of 
20 volcanos active. Both of today’s landings offer good birding, 
possibly including Rubythroat, Brown-headed Thrush, Middendorff’s 

Grasshopper Warbler, Arctic Warbler, Buff-bellied Pipit and Black-
backed Wagtail, Rough-legged Buzzard and Long-toed Stint.  At the 
landings look for Black Scoter, White-winged Scoter, Pelagic and 
Red-faced Cormorants. Slavonian Grebes and Harlequin Duck have 
also been recorded on these Islands. 

Day 9: Utashud Island
As we cruise north towards Vestnik Bay and Utashud Island, 
numerous snow-covered volcanoes dominate the Kamchatka 
Peninsula to the west – a magnificent backdrop. Utashud Island 
is small and steep but covered in birds, including Tufted Puffins, 
Horned Puffins, Pigeon and Brunnich’s Guillemots. We plan a 
Zodiac cruise here, as landings are not permitted. There are also 
numerous otters in the extensive kelp beds, and if we are patient we 
should get good views and hopefully some good photos. Back on 
board, the remainder of the day can be spent pelagic watching as 
we cruise north to Zhupanova River.  

Day 10: Zhupanova River
This morning we anchor off Zhupanova River on the Kamchatka 
Peninsula and take the Zodiacs up the river for a couple hours 
in search of wildlife. Birds that we might reasonably expect to 
see include Steller’s Sea Eagle, Oriental Greenfinch, Common 
Rosefinch, Yellow Wagtail, Rustic Bunting, Willow Tit and Wood 
Sandpiper. Waterfowl include Teal, Pintail, Red-breasted Merganser, 
Great Scaup and Common Goldeneye.  On our return down the river 
we will enjoy the hospitality of a local salmon fishing camp. Salmon 
fishing is an important industry here and the fish is harvested in 
all the rivers along the Kamchatka Peninsula. At the camp you will 
be able to sample local food and see firsthand how the fish are 
processed for sale. 

Days 11 & 12: Commander Islands
The Commander Islands form the western extremity of the Aleutian 
Islands and are the only islands in the Aleutian chain to belong to 
Russia. They are named after legendary explorer Commander Vitus 
Bering, leader of the First and Second Kamchatka Expeditions. 
He discovered the Islands when he became the first European to 
sail from Asia to America. Unfortunately his ship was wrecked here 
and he died. A simple tombstone on Bering Island marks his grave. 
Stella, his naturalist, survived and later returned to Russia to publish 
details of the existence of the famed Sea Cow and the abundance 
of otters and foxes.  There are two Islands in the group: Bering and 
Medney. We spend two days here at a number of sites, all of which 
are weather-dependent. The first stop, however, will be at the village 
of Nikolskoye on Bering Island to check in with the Border Guards. 
While we are here we will take the opportunity to visit the small 
museum and met some of the locals. Offshore while cruising and 
during landings, keep a look out for, among others, Black-footed 
Albatross, Short-tailed Albatross, Laysan Albatross, Mottled Petrel, 
Short-tailed Shearwater, Northern Fulmar, Red-legged Kittiwake, 
Pomarine Skua, Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, Glaucous-winged Gull, 
Tufted and Horned Puffins, Parakeet Auklets, Pigeon Guillemots, 
Rock Sandpipers, Lesser Sand Plovers, Dunlin, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Pechora Pipit, Lapland Bunting, Snow Bunting, Tree Sparrow, Grey-
crowned Rosy Finch, Common Eider, Harlequin Duck and Northern 
Fulmar. During our visit we may also spot Harbour Seals, Steller’s 
Sea Lions and Northern Fur Seals.

Day 13: At sea
We have a day at sea as we cruise towards Avacha Bay and the 
city of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy, where the expedition will finish 
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tomorrow. The waters we are cruising through are renowned for 
cetaceans, as this is the border between two major tectonic plates, 
and there are deep canyons where these animals feed. The Killer 
Whale, Baird’s Beaked Whale, Sperm Whale, Humpback Whale and 
Blue Whale have all been recorded here.  We will also partake in an 
end-of-expedition farewell dinner and recap. 

Day 14 of your expedition itinerary
Saturday, 25 June 2011.  This morning we arrive at Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatksiy, a major Russian naval base during the Cold War.  At 
the completion of your voyage, after clearing customs, you should 
plan to disembark around midday and we will transfer you from the 
ship to a bus transfer to either your hotel or to the airport if you are 
flying out on that day. Please do not plan to fly before the 1pm flight 
to allow time for disembarkation procedures.

Dates:
#1120	 12th - 25th June 2011

Prices:
Heritage Suite	 $ 10,950pp
Mini Suite	 $ 9,980pp
Superior Plus	 $ 9,650pp
Superior	 $ 8,990pp
Main Deck	 $ 8,395pp
Main Deck Triple	 $ 7,175pp

Additional charges:
Landing Fees/Local Payment	 $ 350pp

(All prices in USD))

Included in the cruise price:
Hotel accommodation in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk (1 night, twin-share), 
Transfer from hotel to the ship, 
Transfer from the ship to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy central city 
hotel or airport, 
All shore excursions as outlined in itinerary, 
All accommodation and meals, 
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders, 
Post-expedition Trip Log.

Price Excludes:
International and/or domestic flights
Travel insurance, 
Laundry, Drinks, 
Gratuities and other items of a personal nature.

Our vessel, the ‘Spirit of Enderby’ (Professor Khromov) is perfect for 
expedition travel. The real focus and emphasis of every expedition 
is getting you ashore as often as possible for as long as possible 
with maximum safety and comfort. It carries just 50 passengers 
in very comfortable accommodation. She measures 72 metres in 
length and is fully ice-strengthened.
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Itinerary
Day 1: Nome Alaska, (Thursday 8th September 2011). 
On arrival at Nome Airport, you will join a private charter flight to 
Provideniya with your fellow passengers. During this flight you will 
cross the International Date Line, on arrival into Provideniya, Russia 
(Friday 9th September 2011) you will clear Russian Customs and 
Immigration and have the opportunity to explore Provideniya. You 
will meet your expedition team and board Spirit of Enderby. 

Day 2: Yttygran Island
On Yttygran Island, Russian anthropologists discovered an ancient 
aboriginal site nicknamed ‘Whalebone Alley’. Whalebones stretch 
along the beach for nearly half a kilometer. There are many meat 
pits used for storage, and other remains of a busy whaling camp 
that united several aboriginal villages at a time. In one location, 
immense Bowhead Whale jawbones and ribs are placed together in 
a stunning arch formation. Walruses and Grey Whales are known to 
frequent the area and there is a large seabird colony on neighboring 
Nuneangan Island.

Day 3: Cape Navarin
This morning we cross to the south coast of Anadyr Bay, an 
opportunity for stimulating lectures on local and natural history. Our 
destination is the Cape Navarin region, where we plan an expedition 
on foot in Gavrilov Bay. This is a large estuary which we will 
check for wildlife and enjoy extended walks to explore the tundra 
vegetation.

Day 4: Bukhta Natalii
This afternoon at Bukhta (or Fiord) Natalii, we have a unique 
opportunity to explore the ‘hinterland’. It is a wonderful location 
for an extended walk, photography and botanical exploration, with 
autumn colors at their height. Nomadic reindeer herders and walrus 
often frequent the vicinity.

Days 5: Bukhta Lavrova
Today, we explore the upper reaches of Bukhta Lavrova by Zodiac. 
This is in the Pylginsky mountain range, a dramatic landscape 
formed by glaciation. 

Day 6: Lorran Peninsula
The Lorran Peninsula has been declared a Nature Reserve and 
includes a range of habitats. We plan to meet up with the local 
rangers who manage the day-to-day work in the Reserve and 
to explore with them on foot. This area has a high population of 
Brown Bear, which we hope to see. This evening we make a landing 
on nearby Verkhoturova Island, home to extensive cliffs hosting 
thousands of sea birds. Stella Sea Lions have also been recorded 
here, and we may well spot them on an easy walk to an abandoned 
lighthouse.

Day 7: Karaginskiy Island
On Karaginskiy Island we encounter some of the first ‘forests’ of the 
voyage. This is a change from the tundra that we have seen so far, 
and a sure sign that we are getting further south. We will make an 
expedition landing to explore these forests on the western shoreline 
where the trees should be in full autumn splendour.

Days 8-9: Commander Islands
The Commander Islands sit at the western extremity of the 
well-known Aleutian Islands. These Islands are Russian territory 
discovered by the explorer Vitus Bering. Bering and his men were 

From Nome, Alaska in the north to Sakhalin, Russia in 
the south, this journey presents the unique opportunity 
of travelling down the entire coastline of the Russian Far 
East.  This is a chance to discover a people that, until 
recently, were ‘off limits’ to western visitors. Tourism 
is new here, presenting an opportunity to see things 
as they really are and to meet an indigenous people 
unfazed by changing political climates.

The Russian Far East is composed of extreme 
environments, starting with the uninhabited islands 
off the shores of Chukotka and the vast north Russian 
tundra; barren lands that the Chukchi people call home. 
The Chukchi are predominantly reindeer herders and 
live in an extremely harsh environment, much of which 
lies north of the Arctic Circle. 

Just to the south are the forests and snow-capped 
volcanoes of Kamchatka where you will see and 
experience wildlife in great colonies and rookeries, and 
possible encounter the Kamchatka Brown Bear or Arctic 
Fox in addition to a great variety of marine mammals. 
We will focus on flora, fauna, and interactions with local 
people in genuine situations, enabling you to better 
understand their history and lifestyle. Sailing further 
south to the volcanic islands of the Kuril Chain, a well-
known migratory path for bird species breeding in the 
Arctic, we will find the highest density of seabirds in 
northern Asia.
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shipwrecked here and he perished along with many of his men. The 
reports from those that survived led to a ‘fur rush’ and settlement 
on the Islands. The Commander Islands were an important strategic 
military and Border Control post during the Cold War, but since 
the collapse of communism in 1991-1992 many of the people 
have moved away. We visit Nikoi’skoye, the one small village that 
remains, meet some of the locals and visit the small museum before 
investigating some of the known wildlife colonies, including a large 
number of seabird and seal colonies.

Day 10: Zhupanova River
Today we explore the Zhupanova River by Zodiac. This journey 
allows us to explore a river habitat common in Kamchatka. These 
rivers are important ecosystems that work in tandem with the 
seacoast to support a wide variety of wildlife. Stella’s Sea Eagles 
are known to nest in the lower reaches of the River, and hundreds 
of tons of salmon are harvested from these rivers each year. We will 
make a stop at a salmon fishing camp – an ideal opportunity to learn 
about this important industry.

Day 11: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy
Early this morning we sail into Avacha Bay, one of the world’s best 
natural harbours. Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy is the capital and 
administrative centre of the Kamchatka Region, and today is our 
chance to explore it. Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy was founded in 
the 1700s by the Second Kamchatka Expedition. The harbour was 
home to some of the Pacific Fleet during the Cold War, and was 
classified as a ‘closed’ city until 1992. From nearby Yelizovo you can 
take a helicopter ride into the world-famous Valley of the Geysers, 
or alternatively you might take a day trip to one of the nearby 
volcanoes or visit the local museums.

Day 12: Atlasova Island
This afternoon we land at Atlasova Island, one of the northernmost 
islands in the Kuril Island chain. The island is home to Alaid Volcano 
– at 2339 metres it is the highest in the Kuril Islands. Our time 
ashore is an opportunity to investigate some wetlands for wildlife, 
explore the remains of a ‘gulag’ or political prison, and witness 
recent volcanic activity. 

Day 13: Onekotan Island 
On Onekotan Island there is a relatively easy walk across a range of 
habitats to Black Lake, which lies in the shadow of Volcano Nemo. 
In the afternoon we sail to Ekama Island where we take a cruise by 
Zodiac around the eastern cliffs to see large numbers of Northern 
Fulmars breeding. We should also see other species, including 
Horned and Tufted Puffins.

Day 14: Yankicho Island
Yankicho Island is home to thousands of Crested and Whiskered 
Auklets. Although the breeding season will be over, the birds should 
still be around. We take the Zodiacs right into the flooded caldera in 
order to explore the island. There are large numbers of Arctic Foxes, 
and also an area of geothermal activity to explore. This afternoon 
on Simushir Island, further to the south, we explore a huge flooded 
caldera that was a former submarine base. The nearby village was 
abandoned after the collapse of communism, and is now a ghost 
town with empty buildings and rusting machinery – testimony to the 
massive infrastructure required for the Cold War.

Day 15: Iturup Island
This afternoon will be our last opportunity to enjoy the hospitality 
of the local people. Iturup Island is one of the larger islands in the 
Kuril group and has resident population – a rarity in the Kurils – that 
sustains itself for the most part by fishing. We plan to land at the 
village of Kurlisk and enjoy some world-famous Russian hospitality.

Day 16: At sea
Today we cross to Sakhalin Island, where the expedition will finish. 
It is a day for final recaps, logbook writing and sharing photographs. 
We enjoy a special farewell dinner tonight.

Day 17: Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk
Our journey ends at the Port of Korsakov on Sunday, 25th 
September 2011. After clearing customs we have arranged transfers 
to the city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk or the nearby airport for flights to 
Moscow or Vladivostok.

Dates:
#1134	  8th - 25th September 2011 

Optional pre-cruise extension 
Anadyr to Provideniya 	 7th - 9th September 2011

Prices:
Heritage Suite 	 $ 16,250 pp
Mini Suite 	 $ 14,600 pp
Superior Plus 	 $ 13,600 pp
Superior 	 $ 12,700 pp
Main Deck 	 $ 11,890 pp
Main Deck Triple 	 $ 10,990 pp

Additional charges:
Landing Fees/ Local Payment	 $ 350pp

(All prices in USD)

Included in the cruise price:
Hotel accommodation in Anchorage (1 night, twin-share), 
Transfer from Anchorage hotel to the airport, 
Transfer from the ship to Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk central city hotel or 
airport, 
All landing fees and permits, 
All shore excursions as outlined in itinerary, 
All accommodation and meals, 
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders, 
Post-expedition Trip Log.

Price Excludes:
Flight from Anchorage to Nome, 
Travel insurance, 
Laundry, 
Drinks, 
Gratuities and other items of a personal nature.
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Essential Information
Detailed information
If you would like more detailed information, you can 
request from our office, or download from our website 
full dossiers for every voyage in this brochure. They 
contain more background information and the full 
detailed itinerary. The dossiers also act as the final 
definitive statement of inclusions and other details, 
and are therefore an essential part of the booking 
contract. After booking we will provide a Pre-
departure booklet and Passenger Handbook to help 
you prepare for your holiday.

Age Requirements
Our Expeditions are designed for adults, but may 
be suitable for mature teenagers. We can accept 
bookings for children, however anyone under the 
age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. Please note that we do not provide an 
onboard children’s programme, and children will be 
the responsibility of their parent or guardian while 
on board.

Flight Information
We do not package international flights to connect 
with our voyages but in some cases we will charter 
flights to aid travel to destinations not always 
serviced with regular scheduled air services. 
Information on these charter flights will be provided 
at time of booking.

Passport & Visa Requirements
You are required to travel with a current passport 
for all of our holidays. We also recommend that any 
passports within 6 months of expiry are renewed 
before travelling. Other regulations may apply and 
you should check with the nearest embassy or 
consulate of the countries that you plan to visit.  

Medical Matters 
These are expeditions for persons in generally good 
health. We will be travelling to remote areas without 
sophisticated medical facilities. The ship will have a 
medical officer and a small infirmary on board, but 
medical attention is limited to basic care. The fee 
for medical services rendered or medicines supplied 
will be added to your account.
Four months prior to departure, you will be forwarded 
a confidential medical questionnaire, which we ask 
that you and, in some cases, your doctor, complete 
and return promptly to enable us to assess if there 
are any difficulties in you joining the trip. This form 
will then be held by the ship’s doctor during the 
voyage to assist him/her should any treatment be 
required. If there is any substantial change in your 
medical circumstances between the completion of 
that document and the trip departure, it is important 
that you should advise us accordingly.

Booking Your Trip
Booking Conditions
To make a booking you must send us a completed 
booking form and a deposit of 25% for your selected 
voyage. We will then invoice you for the balance, 
which must be paid no later than 90 days before 
departure.  If you book less than 90 days before 
departure, full payment is due immediately.
Once you have decided which holiday is for you, 
you can check availability by calling our office or 
visiting your travel agent. We can normally hold 
space (option) for you for 7 days while you send in 
the booking form.  We recommend that you read the 
brochure description, dossiers, general pages and 
booking conditions very carefully.

Completing the Booking Form
•	 Ensure your name is spelt exactly as it appears in 

your passport. This is very important for customs 
regulations, so please double-check.  Do not use 
abbreviations e.g. Bob for Robert, unless this is 
what appears in your passport.

•	 Please specify any special dietary requirements 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

•	 Please fill in the details of the passport that you 
will be travelling on and check that your passport 
is valid for the required time beyond your period 
of stay. If not, you may need to obtain a new 
passport; please make sure you update us with 
any passport changes. 

•	 Would you like a single cabin? If so please request 
this on the booking form.

•	 Are you insured?  We do require you to be insured 
and have suitable cover for the particular trip.

Important
Please ensure that you sign the booking form. This 
indicates that you have read the booking conditions 
and agree to abide by them and also, having read 
the information provided, you understand what is 
involved in the voyage. If there are minors in your 
party, you should sign the booking form for them 
and this indicates that you are taking responsibility 
for them.

Then
•	 Send the fully completed booking form with a 

deposit of 25%.  
•	 You may pay your deposit over the telephone 

by credit card (Visa or Mastercard) and this will 
secure your place. We also accept telegraphic 
transfer - please contact us for our bank account 
details.

•	 A signed booking form must be received in our 
office within 14 days of bookings made by phone.

•	 If you are booking within 90 days of departure, full 
payment is due when booking and we may have 

Equipment & Clothing Requirements
Our Predeparture information details any essential 
clothing that is required and is sent with your 
booking confirmation.

Travel Insurance
You must have it! You may be barred from 
embarkation if you have no proof of insurance.  If 
you are arranging your own insurance, you should 
check that all the included activities are covered.  
Adventurous Travel

However good our organisation is, we are at 
the mercy of the unexpected, and this type of 
expedition can never be entirely predicted.  If you 
are not prepared for this you should not travel 
with us. Because these are not ordinary package 
holidays, the outline itineraries given in this brochure 
are statements of intent rather than promises. Local 
weather, politics, airlines, transport or a host of 
other uncontrollable factors can mean a change 
in itinerary. It is unlikely that the itinerary would be 
substantially altered, but if changes are necessary 
the Expedition Leader will decide the best 
alternative. Where a delay or change does occur, 
we will do everything we can to minimise its effects, 
but we cannot be held responsible for the results of 
delays or changes outside our control.

Ship Accommodation
The Spirit of Enderby ship details are shown on page 
6 and 7. Please note that the Wild Earth ships are 
not owned and operated by Heritage Expeditions, 
and you will be joining other groups of passengers 
booked from around the world.

Cabin Arrangements
Twin (2 beds) cabins will be allocated to clients 
booking together.  Double beds are available in suite 
accommodation only. Single clients are matched 
with a sharer of the same sex in a twin-share cabin.  
Payment of a single supplement guarantees a single 
cabin. The cost of a single supplement is 1.8 times 
the price of the voyage with the exception of the 
suites which are double the single rate. 

Ship Communications
The radio room on the ship is equipped with a satellite 
telephone and email for onboard communication. 
Details on how to contact the ship in case of an 
emergency will be sent with your final documents, 
as will details of communication charges. Please 
note that you will be unable to access your own 
internet based email or the internet in general.

Hotel Accommodation
We include the pre voyage hotel night and a 
group dinner as well as breakfast the morning of 
embarkation on most voyages.

to impose a late booking fee of US$50 per person 
to cover extra expenses if departure is less than 
31 days away.  If under 31 days we also require 
a guaranteed final payment such as a telegraphic 
transfer or an accepted credit card.  

•	 Please note a 2% fee will be added if you pay 
your final balance by credit card.

What Happens Next?
Your booking will normally be confirmed within 
a week, although in busy periods it may take a 
little longer. Your confirmation will include detailed 
information on your voyage.

Final Payment
The balance of your payment is due 90 days 
before departure. The exact date will be shown 
on your invoice. Although we accept credit cards 
(Visa or Mastercard) for the deposit, we prefer the 
final balance to be paid by cheque or telegraphic 
transfer.  If paid by credit card it will be subject to a 
2% fee. If you require a receipt please request one.

Lastly
About two weeks to 21 days before departure we 
will send out your final joining instructions. Please 
check these details carefully. If you have not 
received your final joining instructions at least one 
week before departure, please contact us. If you 
have any concerns about these details or any last 
questions about your holiday please do not hesitate 
to contact us immediately.
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Thank you for choosing to book with Heritage Expeditions Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as: “HE”). Before you make a firm booking, we recommend you (hereinafter referred to as “contracting party”) carefully read the following travel conditions. 
These general travel conditions and the term “contracting party” apply to both private persons (direct bookings) and (travel) organisations (see par. 1.2).
1.	 Reservation of trip / travel notification
1.1	 If the contract comes about by means of a written acceptance by the contracting party on the offer of HE, upon which a binding travel contract with HE is effectual, all conditions set out in paragraph 1.3 up to and including paragraph 11.3 

apply. If the contracting party, in addition to himself or herself, lists one or more other persons on one notification form, this contracting party is automatically responsible for all obligations ensuing from the travel contract (in line with the 
general travel conditions of HE) concerning himself and the other persons booked.

1.2	 If the contract has come about by means of a written acceptance by a (travel) organisation (as in the case of, but not limited to, tour operators, agencies, travel agents, foundations, societies etc), this (travel) organisation enters into a binding 
travel contract with HE. The (travel organisation in question is then exclusively considered as the contracting party to which all conditions set out from paragraph 1.3 up to and including paragraph 11.3 apply. This is irrespective of the 
possibility that the (travel) organisation in turn enters into a binding travel contract with clients it has recruited (such as, but not limited to, private persons, members of the (travel) organisation, travel agents and third parties in general).

1.3	 The contracting party shall, before the effecting of the travel contract and its implementation, provide HE with necessary personal data concerning himself or herself or third parties - in the case of a (travel) organisation the client(s) of the (travel) 
organisation. Incorrect or incomplete provision of (personal) data could result in faulty vouchers, etc for which HE shall not be held liable. 

1.4	 On receipt of the written booking form, the trip that has been booked will be confirmed by HE by means of a confirmation invoice sent to the contracting party.
1.5	 Single traveller who wish to share their cabin/hotel room should so indicate on the application form. The published per person double occupancy fare is guaranteed in this case, whether or not a cabin-mate is available. Single travellers who 

require sole occupancy of cabins will be charged 1.8 the published fare on all cabins except suite cabins which will be charged at 2 times the published fare.
2.	 The travel offer / the travel elements
2.1	 The scope of the travel offer (the travel elements) booked by the contracting party is contractually recorded in the travel confirmation (invoice) in combination with the description from HE’s most up-to-date brochure / programme description.
2.2	 Any deviation from the travel elements described in the brochure and publications are valid only if confirmed by HE in writing. This may be in the original offer, travel confirmation or a communication sent later.
3. 	 Payment
3.1	 On the implementation of the travel contract, the contracting party must pay to HE an advance of 25% of the total price, unless otherwise stated in the travel confirmation.  The remaining 75% of the total price is due 90 days before departure. 

In the case of a (travel) organisation that has guaranteed allocation, the following payment conditions apply: 10% of total deposit on signing the contract, 10% of total price 12 calendar months prior to departure, 80% of total price 180 days 
prior to departure.

3.2	 After payment has been received, the travel documents will be dispatched.
3.3	 If the contracting party fails to fulfil their payment obligations, HE will send him/her a written reminder and he/she will have the opportunity to make immediate payment. If payment is still not made, the contracting party is liable to pay interest 

on the amount due of 1% for each month or part of a month that this remains unpaid. Furthermore, he/she will be liable to pay compensation for legal collection costs equal to an additional 15% of the sum claimed, with a minimum amount of 
50 USD. If the contracting party fails to comply with his/her payment obligations, HE reserves the right to cancel the contract on the day of default. HE is entitled to charge the cancellation costs incurred (in line with paragraph 6 or as agreed 
otherwise in the travel confirmation).

3.4	 If, regarding the above, payment is then made, but HE cannot send the travel documents to the contracting party before the start of the journey, any additional dispatch costs will be charged to the contracting party. HE will not be held 
responsible for any travel documents not arriving on time.

4. 	 Changes in travel elements / price changes
4.1	 Changes to the travel offer, which occur before the start of the journey and are agreed in the travel confirmation, are permitted only if they do not substantially alter the nature of the trip. This includes, among other things, changes made by the 

airline, changes in flight departure times, changes referring to hotel overnight stays before or after the main journey, minor changes in the travel programme or excursion offer. HE is obliged to inform - in writing - the contracting party of such 
changes. Such changes may not be used by the contracting party as reason for cancelling the travel contract.

4.2	 The agreed price is based on the prices, exchange rates, duties and taxes as known to HE at the time the publication went to press and at the time of the travel confirmation. HE reserves the right to raise the agreed price on the grounds of, 
among other things, unforeseeable  increases (e.g. exchange rates, sudden increased prices of accommodation providers, airlines, duties, taxes, harbour dues and fuel prices). In the event that HE considers a price alteration is considered 
necessary, HE is obliged to inform the contracting party of this, in writing, at  the very latest 20 days before the day of departure. Price increases are not permitted within 20 days of the start of the journey. In the case of a price increase of 
more than 10% of the total price of the trip, the contracting party is entitled to cancel the trip without incurring any costs.

5. 	 Cancellation of the trip by HE
5.1	 If the minimum number of participants has not been achieved, HE is entitled to cancel the planned trip up to 30 days before departure. Any payment already received from the contracting party will be paid back by HE if the contracting party 

does not agree to accept an alternative trip offered by HE.
5.2	 HE has the right to cancel the trip in the case of force majeure (e.g. war, uprising, natural disasters, abnormal / exceptional weather and ice conditions, legal stipulations of the local/regional authorities and other “acts of God”). HE will not be 

held liable for force majeure. If situations of force majeure occur before the departure date, HE will pay back to the contracting party the amount already paid. If situations of force majeure occur during the trip, HE will try to offer an alternative 
programme. If this should prove impossible, either HE or the contracting party is entitled to cancel the trip. In such a case, HE will not be held financially liable. However, in the case of any cost savings, HE shall return these monies to the 
contracting party. HE is obliged to assist the contracting party - in the case of a (travel) organisation, the client(s) of the (tour) organiser - in obtaining a return trip/flight. The contracting party him/herself is responsible for the costs of this. 

5.3	 If HE, by virtue of the provisions of par. 5.1 and 5.2, cancels the trip, only the equivalent of the billed price will be paid back to the contracting party. HE will not be held liable for costs the contracting party has incurred in preparation of the trip 
nor for reservations of travel components (such as but not limited to flights, hotels, connecting programmes, (travel) insurances) which, in combination with the trip booked with HE, may have been booked elsewhere.

6. 	 Cancellation of the trip by the contracting party
6.1	 The contracting party may cancel the travel contract (exclusively in writing) at any time before the beginning of the trip. In the case of cancellation by the contracting party HE is entitled to charge the following costs to the contracting party: For 

cancellations received more than 180 days prior to the departure date, a full refund will be made less a $US750.00 per person administration fee. For cancellations received within 179 and 91 days of the embarkation date the full deposit will 
be forfeited. If cancellation occurs within 90 days prior to the departure date the total price is forfeited. If cancellation occurs within 90 days and full payment has not yet been received, the total price will still apply and any unpaid monies are 
due immediately.

6.2	 In the case of a (travel) organisation that cancels a guaranteed allocation, the following cancellation fees apply:
	 - Up to and including 180 days prior to departure: 20% of the total price
	 - From 179 days up to and including 91 days prior to departure: 50% of the total price 
	 - From 90 days up to and including the day of departure: 100% of the total price
6.3	 If the contracting party, after booking, wishes to make changes to the booked trip (e.g. the departure date, destination or type of accommodation), this is considered a cancellation and the cancellation costs stated in par. 6.1 and 6.2 apply. In 

case of minor changes HE is entitled to charge reservation costs of at least $US25 per alteration.
6.4	 It is possible for the contracting party - in the case of a (travel) organisation, the client(s) or the (travel) organiser, to take out cancellation insurance to cover the costs of any cancellation of the trip (see also par. 10.4).
7. 	 Liability of HE
	 HE is obliged to provide correct details of the trip according to the travel contract and in line with the expectations the traveller may reasonably have on the grounds of the contract. HE is responsible for the selection of accommodation 

providers of ships, hotels, resorts etc,composition and the quality control of the travel elements and excursions, description of the travel elements in the HE brochures and other publications, the processing of the travel confirmation, 
reservation of the travel elements and control and dispatch of the travel documents. 

8. 	 Exclusion and limitation of the liability of HE
8.1	 HE acts as intermediary for the sale of travel elements between, on the one hand, providers of accommodation/services (such as but not limited to, a stay in a hotel, a voyage on a ship, services of dive bases and providers of transport) and, 
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on the other hand, the contracting party and therefore HE’s liability is excluded. In these cases the conditions of the relevant providers of accommodation/services and/or the stipulations of (inter) national law applies and all liability of HE (in 
the case of complaints, claims, loss and damage of possessions/baggage, personal injury, death etc.) are excluded. In the case of claims, HE will try to mediate between the provider of accommodation and the contracting party. HE is not 
responsible for optional travel elements booked by the contracting party elsewhere (optional excursions etc).

8.2	 All travel elements booked with HE, which relate to stays on board a ship and/or excursions or programmes off ship (such as but not limited to excursions or programmes on land or on or in the water, incl. scuba diving, swimming and 
snorkelling, are at 100% own risk of the contracting party - in the case of a (travel) organisation: the client(s) or the (travel) organiser. HE is therefore not liable for any damage such as, but not limited to, (bodily) injury, illness, death etc 
whatever the reason or cause may be. If the contracting party has booked a diving programme, HE or, as the case may be, the diving base or the diving leader on board our ships will ask the contracting party to sign a form to which the 
contracting party accepts 100% own risk and promises that he will not lodge any claims against the diving base and/or the diving leader on board the ship in the case of any calamity which may or may not result in (permanent) injury or 
death. The conditions for participation are stated precisely in our diving trips brochure. In any case the contracting party must have a health certificate signed by a doctor and an internationally accepted diving certificate. In the case of the 
land programmes, the contracting party should enjoy generally sound health. We advise the contracting party - in the case of a (travel) organisation: the client(s) of the (travel) organiser – to always take out travel insurance, supplemented if 
necessary by accident insurance (see also paragraph 10.4).

8.3	 If HE offers the contracting party an air travel component, all liability of HE is excluded and, for this travel component, the conditions of the relevant airline apply. The stipulations of the Warsaw Convention in general limit the responsibility of 
the air travel component in the case of death, injury and also delays, loss of, or damage to baggage. In the case of delays, HE cannot be held liable in any way whatsoever, even if this is at the cost of other travel elements of the trip booked.

8.4	 HE will not be held liable for loss, damage and robbery of travel documents, baggage or other possessions.
8.5	 HE shall accept no liability for damage for which there is a claim to compensation based on a travel and/or cancellation insurance.
8.6	 HE will not be held liable for damage as a consequence of the travel contract not being correctly implemented, if the deficiency in the execution of the contract is attributable to the contracting party.
8.7	 The trips offered by HE are conducted mainly in “marginal zones” and require the qualification of expedition trips to places where infrastructure and (medical) facilities may be poor. On booking the trip, the contracting party fully understands 

that booking the trip with HE is not comparable to booking an everyday standard trip. If, because of weather conditions, sea currents, nautical reasons, large amounts of floating ice etc the decision is made to change the programme, every 
effort will be made to offer an alternative. In certain exceptional cases, however, this will not always be possible. In such cases nonfulfilment expectations of the contracting party will not be grounds for claims. If the programme cannot be 
carried out according to the travel description and (certain) places described in the travel programme cannot be visited, HE will not be held liable for damage suffered and/or the spoiling of holiday enjoyment. The Expedition/travel leader is at 
all times authorised to deviate from the programme, if he/she is of the opinion that it would be to the benefit of the quality of the programme. In such a case HE will not be held liable for payment of restitution. 

9. 	 Obligations of the contracting party
	 In the case of a (travel) organisation: instead of “contracting party” (in paragraphs 9.1 up to and including 9.4) read also “the client(s) of the (travel) organiser”.
9.1	 The contracting party is obliged to comply with all instructions given by HE and the travel leadership (e.g. trip leaders, guides, diving instructor and diving assistants, crew of the ships, local agent and the personnel of accommodation 

providers such as hotels, resorts and diving locations) in order to benefit the sound execution of the trip. Furthermore, the contracting party is 100% liable for damage caused by improper behaviour, e.g. towards fellow travellers or material 
damage to the hotels, ships or resorts, to be judged according to the standards of behaviour of the model traveller. 

9.2	 Any contracting party who causes such disturbance, or who threatens to cause such disturbance, that the proper execution of (part of) a trip is seriously hindered or could result in danger for the contracting party and/or the fellow travellers, 
can by or on behalf of HE (trip leadership or the local representatives) be excluded from (continuation of) the trip (components). In the case of exclusion, the contracting party is not entitled to make any claim for restitution of (part of) the price.

9.3	 If disturbing behaviour or damage (as described in paragraphs 9.1 and 9.2) should occur, all costs resulting from this shall be charged to the contracting party.
9.4	 If the contracting party does not enjoy generally sound health and/or does not have the required diving certificates and/or diving experience as required for participation in the trip, in the interest of the contracting party or his fellow travellers, 

HE is entitled to decide to offer an alternative programme for the contracting party in question or, in extreme cases, to exclude this person from (certain) excursions or (parts of the diving programme). These limitations apply also if the 
contracting party is not in possession of the correct (diving) gear, as stated in HE’s publications. In the case of exclusion (or of a mandatory alternative programme) the contracting party is not entitled to make any claim for restitution of (all or a 
part of) the price.

9.5	 The contracting party is obliged to inform HE’s tour leadership of any negligence in the execution of the travel contract noted by him at the location – in the case of a (travel) organisation: noted by the client(s) of the (travel) organisation. This 
should be done as quickly as possible, in writing, or other appropriate form of communication, to HE’s relevant tour leader/expedition leader, who shall immediately do his utmost to find an appropriate solution. As far as handling complaints is 
concerned, the following persons are responsible: General complaints during a boat trips: the tour leader/expedition leader. If there is no trip leader present, the captain is responsible. In the case of hotel and land programmes: the manager of 
the hotel/ organisation. 

9.6	 If an immediate solution for the complaints cannot be found, the contracting party – in the case of a (travel) organisation the client(s) of the (travel) organisation - should present these complaints to the relevant (travel) organisation where the 
trip was booked, upon which the (travel organiser shall be obliged to report the complaint to HE and request assistance. In the case of complaints about travel elements, HE can decide to offer an alternative programme (e.g. hotel, cabin, 
excursion package) that is virtually identical to that in the originally booked trip (the originally booked travel component).

9.7	 HE (incl. the representatives, trip leadership, local agent) is entitled to reject the complaint if the complaint does not seriously influence the character of the trip and/or the complaint results in hindrance of only minor significance, if exaggerated 
demands are made, if it is impossible to provide help to the contracting party within the set time limit, if the deficiency in the implementation of the contract is attributable to the contracting party him/herself, if the deficiency in the execution 
of the contract could not have been foreseen or could not be neutralised, or if the deficiency in the execution of the contract is attributable to situations of force majeure. (Force majeure is understood to be abnormal and unforeseeable 
circumstances that are independent of the will of whosoever claims it and of which the consequences, despite every precaution having been taken, could not have been avoided, see also situations of force majeure as described in par. 5.2.)

9.8	 If the complaint has not been satisfactorily dealt with during the trip, the contracting party – in the case of a (travel) organisation the client(s) of the (travel) organisation should present these complaints to the relevant (travel) organisation, where 
the trip was booked, upon which the (travel) organiser shall present the complaint to HE at the very latest within one month of the termination of the trip (the last travel day). The complaint must be presented in writing and must be argued fully.

9.9	 If HE has not then satisfactorily settled the complaint or if proper satisfaction has been not given in this matter, the contracting party is entitled to present the dispute to the Disputes Tribunal of New Zealand (which court shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction).

10. 	Baggage / Travel documents and insurance
	 In the case of a (travel) organisation: for “contracting party” (in the paragraphs 10.1 up to and including 10.4) read also “the client(s) of the (travel) organiser”.
10.1	The contracting party must have in his possession on departure and during the trip the necessary travel documents such as a valid passport or, where permitted, a tourist card and any required visa, diving certificates, diving logbook including 

a health certificate from the doctor, proof of inoculations and vaccinations. If the participant is unable to take (part of) the trip due to a lack of any (valid) documents, HE will not be held (financially) responsible, unless HE had undertaken to 
provide that document.

10.2	At the very latest, on the signing of the travel contract, HE shall provide general information to the traveller on passports, visa and any formalities in the area of health care. This information does not bind HE. The contracting party must him/
herself obtain the necessary information from the relevant authorities and before departure check whether there have been any changes concerning information provided at an earlier date.

10.3	The contracting party must comply with the current import restrictions of the various destinations and the amount of baggage permitted (also as far as the stipulations of the different airlines are concerned). HE will not be held liable for (e.g.) 
damage and prison sentences which could be imposed in the case of a contravention.

10.4	HE advises the contracting party to obtain the necessary travel insurance, such as travel insurance, accident insurance, third party risk insurance, baggage insurance and cancellation insurance. In case of a medical problem arising during the 
voyage, either on board or on shore, which results in costs for medical treatment, evacuation, use of aircraft or repatriation etc, the responsibility for payment of these costs belongs solely to the passenger. HE strongly advises that passengers 
ensure that such eventualities are covered by travel insurance. If not covered by travel insurance the responsibility still remains with the passenger and HE specifically declines any responsibility whatsoever.

11. 	General
11.1	If the duration of the trip as stated in the publication is given in days, the day of departure and the day of arrival, irrespective of departure or arrival times, are counted as full days. The definite departure and arrival times are given in the travel 

documents.
11.2	The laws of New Zealand apply to this travel contract and all matters ensuing from this contract.
11.3	This document and its content belongs to Heritage Expeditions Ltd, Antarctic House, 53B Montreal Street, Christchurch 8023, New Zealand.
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Horned and Tufted Puffins, Crested and Parakeet Auklets, Thick-
billed Murres, Red-legged Kittiwakes and Red-faced
Cormorants. We may also spot Harbour Seals, Steller’s Sea Lions, 
and Northern Fur Seals.

Day 6: Verkhoturova Island
Late afternoon we arrive off Cape Yugo-Vostochnyy on Verkhoturova 
Island. There is an extensive bird colony that is readily accessible 
from the sea. There are good numbers of Slaty-backed gulls, Black-
legged kittiwakes, Tufted and Horned puffins and Pigeon guillemot. 
There are much smaller numbers of Parakeet and Least Auklets. On 
an offshore reef Steller’s Sea Lions can sometimes be seen.

Day 7: Goven Peninsula
Covering much of the southern Goven Peninsula is the Koryaksky 
Reserve. It encompasses a wide range of habitats from raised 
beach plains to steep glaciated mountains. We begin today’s 
exploration with a visit to a Rangers camp situated near the mouth 
of a river. It has been a good place to see Brown Bears on previous 
expeditions. There is also an easy walk to a nearby lagoon and a 
chance to explore the tundra for a number of plants that should
be flowering. This afternoon we take a Zodiac cruise along the 
coastline near Cape Goven. If conditions are suitable we will
land and explore a river that is known to have good Brown bear
numbers.

Day 8: Goven Peninsula/Tintikun Lagoon
On the eastern coast of the Goven Peninsula there are a number of 
fiords formed during the last glacial period. One of them, Tintikun 
Lagoon, is amongst the most picturesque spots on the Koryak 
Coast. The fiord is almost dammed at the mouth by a terminal 
moraine from the last period of glaciation, but we can drag our 
Zodiacs up the river into the lagoon or lake. Once in the lagoon we 
can travel into the mountains and explore an area that few people 
have seen. It is likely that salmon will be running up the rivers at the 
head of the lagoon and Brown Bears are relatively common. This 
afternoon we are at sea as we cruise into Olyutorskiy Bay where we 
will spend the next two days assisting the Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
team surveying new areas for breeding Spoon-billed Sandpiper.

Days 9 to 10: Olyutorskiy Bay
Because of the inaccessibility of Olyutorskiy Bay, the Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper Recovery team have never had an opportunity to survey 
it. From maps and charts it is known to have good breeding habitat.
We plan to divide into teams and survey as much of this region as 
possible under the guidance and leadership of the Recovery team 
who will be accompanying us.

Day 11: Bukhta Natalia and Bukhta Dezhneva
We visit two other very picturesque fiords today: Bukhta Natalia 
and Bukhta Dezhneva. Both of them allow us to take our vessel, the 
Spirit of Enderby into the interior. Walrus can sometimes be found 
on a small island at the entrance to the fiord. At the head of the fiord 
we land and explore the tundra where there is magnificent scenery 
and a huge variety of plants to enjoy. Nomadic reindeer herders are 
sometimes encountered in this region.

Days 12 to 13: Meinypil’gyno
We visit Meinypil’gyno, a small settlement on a huge 60km long spit. 
This area represents the best opportunity to see the Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper and, unless we find a population in Olyutorskiy Bay, 
is now its last real stronghold. There we will be able to meet with 

researchers of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper Recovery Team, who 
will guide us to the pre-located and monitored breeding pairs. It is 
hoped we will encounter this charismatic species and be able to
observe it without disturbing its breeding. Meinypil’gyno also holds 
breeding Lesser Sand Plovers and Red Knot. White-billed Diver 
have been seen here and not far from the shore we should also 
encounter the critically endangered Kittlitz’ Murrelets that breed on 
the cliffs nearby.

Day 14: Bukhta Gavilla
This morning we check a well known walrus haul out lying between 
Meinypil’gyno and Cape Navarin. We also plan a landing in Bukhta 
Gavilla near Cape Navarin. The Bukhta or bay was named after Vitus 
Bering’s ship, the St. Gabriel, of the First Kamchatka Expedition. 
Behind the expansive beach there is a lagoon we can explore 
for waterfowl and waders. Cape Navarin marks the place where 
the land bridge to North America began when sea levels were 
much lower. Because of strong tides around the cape there is an 
abundance of food and it is not uncommon to see large numbers of 
seabirds and Grey Whales feeding here.

Day 15: Port of Anadyr
The last day of the expedition and we arrive in Anadyr, formerly 
known as Novo Mariinskoe when it was a frontier town. Today it is a 
modern city and administration centre for the Chukotka District. As 
we sail up the harbour keep a look out for Beluga Whales – there are 
often good numbers of this right at the anchorage near the city. You 
will be transferred either to the hotel or if you have a flight that day 
you will be transferred to the airport.

Dates:
#1227	 24th June - 8th July 2012

Prices:
Heritage Suite	 $10,900pp
Mini Suite	 $10,000pp
Superior Plus	 $9,550pp
Superior	 $9,000pp
Main Deck	 $8,400pp
Main Deck Triple	 $7,300pp

Additional charges:
Landing Fees/Local Payment $500pp
(All prices in USD)

Included in the cruise price:
Hotel accommodation in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy 
(1 night, twin share),
Transfer from central city hotel to ship,
All shore excursions as outlined in itinerary,
All accommodation and meals onboard the ship,
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders,
Post-expedition Trip Log,
Transfer from Vessel to City Centre or airport in Anadyr

Price Excludes:
Travel insurance, Visas, Laundry, Drinks, Gratuities and other items 
of a personal nature, Flights to and from the port of embarkation 
and disembarkation.
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Across the Top of the World
Russian Arctic

“Near the top of the world in one of the most remote and inhospitable parts of the planet, lie two wild and undeveloped islands 
of great significance to the conservation of life on earth.”

Dave Cline in Wrangel Island, a publication of the Beringia Conservation Project. Anchorage, Alaska 2001.
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This unique journey not only includes the two Islands, 
Wrangel and Herald, but a significant section of the 
North Eastern Siberian Coastline. It is a journey that 
has only become possible in recent years due to the 
“thawing” of the politics of the region and retreat of 
the
summer sea ice in the Chukchi Sea. These expeditions 
depart from Anadyr, the administrative centre of the 
Chukotka autonomous region, though there is also the 
option of joining from Nome, Alaska. We then travel 
through the Bering Strait west along the north Siberian 
coastline before crossing the Longa Strait to Wrangel 
Island where we spend 4 – 5 days under the guidance 
of the Rangers and staff of the reserve. Untouched by 
glaciers during the last ice age it is a treasure trove 
of Arctic biodiversity. It is perhaps best known for the 
high number of denning Polar Bears, but it is equally 
important for walrus, Snow Geese and other migratory 
species that nest here annually. Some of the largest
seabird colonies in the Chukchi Sea are situated along 
the coasts of these islands. Of equal importance is 
the “mammoth steppe” vegetation complex; a rich 
and diverse complex with over 400 plant species 
and subspecies, a relic from the Pleistocene epoch. 
The Islands’ human history are not without interest 
either. The earliest evidence shows human occupation 
of Wrangel Island around 3,200 years ago. The 
British then “discovered” them; they were named by 
Americans, settled by Canadians and finally claimed 
by the Russians. Enroute to and from Wrangel Island 
we will enjoy numerous landings in Chukotka at bird 
colonies, walrus haul outs and native villages plus 
we will spend time whale watching. While at Wrangel 
and Herald Islands we will take EVERY opportunity 
to discover their rich biodiversity and history with 
landings, walks and Zodiac excursions.

Itinerary
You can join this expedition either in Anadyr or you can join in 
Nome, Alaska. Those starting in Nome will fly by a Heritage
Expeditions charter flight to Anadyr where you will join the ship and 
the expedition members who have travelled direct to Anadyr.

Day 0: Those departing from Nome Alaska should arrive in Nome 
before midday and preferably the previous night. On arrival, you 
should check in with Bering Air at the Nome Airport who will have 
details of our charter flight.
During this flight you will cross the International Date Line, arriving 
into Anadyr on Day 1 of the expedition. You will clear Russian 
Customs and Immigration.

Day 1: Anadyr
All expedition members will arrive in Anadyr. If you are travelling 
direct to Anadyr and require pre or post cruise accommodation or 
excursions, please contact us. Depending on your time of arrival 
time you may have the opportunity to explore Anadyr before 
boarding the Spirit of Enderby.

Day 2: Anadyrskiy Bay
We will depart Anadyr Harbour early morning and you are invited 
to join the Captain, officers and the expedition staff on the bridge. 
The Anadyr estuary is renowned for its Beluga Whales. Today as we 
sail across Anadyrskiy Bay towards the Bering Strait there will be 
briefings, introductory lectures and a chance to relax or enjoy some 
“birding” with our naturalists.

Day 3: Yttygran, Nuneangan and Arakamchechen Islands
On Yttygran Island Russian anthropologists discovered an ancient 
aboriginal site nicknamed “Whale Bone Alley”. Whalebones stretch 
along the beach for nearly half a kilometre. There are many meat 
pits used for storage and other remains of a busy whaling camp 
that united several aboriginal villages at a time. In one location, 
immense Bowhead Whale jawbones and ribs are placed together in 
a stunning arch formation. Grey Whales are frequently seen around 
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the Island. After landing at “Whale Bone Alley” we will take the 
Zodiacs on a whale watching excursion. We will also cruise close 
inshore of neighbouring Nuneangan Island (Bird Island) where a 
large number of seabirds nest. On nearby Arakamchechen Island 
there is a prominent walrus haul out; if the animals are present we 
will land and walk across the tundra to view them from the cliffs.

Day 4: Cape Dezhnev / Uelen Village
Sea conditions permitting, we will land at Cape Dezhnev early this 
morning. This is the northeastern-most point of the Eurasian
continent as well as an historic landmark named after the Siberian 
Cossack Semyon Dezhnev, who in 1648 became the first European 
to sail from the Arctic to the Pacific. A steep scramble from the 
beach brings you to an abandoned Border Guard base, a monument 
to Dezhnev and another to all the sailors who have sailed these
seas. Eighty-nine kms across Bering Strait is Cape Prince of 
Wales in Alaska. A few nautical miles to the west of Cape Dezhnev 
we visit Uelen Village; the most northeastern village in Russia. 
Archaeological work has revealed that walrus, seal and whale 
hunters have lived here for over 2000 years. Today the population 
is predominantly Chukchi, with some Russians and Inuit. Hunting is 
still very important but the village is also one of the largest centres 
for traditional Chukchi and Inuit art in the world. Sculptures from the 
bone-carving workshop in Uelen can be found in most of the major
museums in Russia. We will be entertained by villagers and visit the 
bone-carving workshop during our visit.

Day 5: Kolyuchin Island
This small island was once an important Russian Polar Research 
Station and one of a number dotted across the Arctic. Sadly with 
the collapse of the USSR there was no money to maintain them 
and they were abandoned. The buildings are derelict but the wildlife 
the men studied is still there. Near the abandoned station at the 
north-western end of the island are some of the most amazing 
bird cliffs in the Arctic. Puffins, guillemots, gulls and cormorants 
can be observed and photographed from just meters away. At the 
south-eastern end of the island is a prominent walrus haul out; if the 
animals are present it is one of the easiest places to observe them 
and get some good photographs.

Days 6-10: Wrangel and Herald Islands
Ice and weather conditions permitting, we will spend these days on 
Wrangel Island and include a visit to nearby Herald Island.
Wrangel Island is one of those Islands that you have to visit to 
appreciate. The earliest human occupation is dated 3,200 years
BC and it has been established they were seasonal hunters from 
Siberia. The island’s presence was speculated about and marked 
on maps by early Russian explorers but it wasn’t until 1849 that it 
was “rediscovered” by the British. A Canadian expedition attempted 
to establish a settlement and claim the Island for Canada; they 
were evicted by the Russians who claimed the island. Today it is a 
Russian Federal Nature Reserve of international significance and 
importance. A lot of its significance lies in the fact that it is a major 
Polar Bear denning area; in fact it is sometimes referred to a Polar 
Bear maternity ward on account of the large number of pups born 
there. It is also the last landfall for migratory species flying north. 
Each summer thousands of birds migrate here to breed, including 
Snow Geese, Snowy Owls, skuas, Arctic Terns, Ross’s, Sabine and
Ivory Gulls. Our expedition program will be determined by the 
weather, sea and ice, but there are many landings that we can 
make to search out wildlife, wildflowers and Arctic landscapes. 
Polar Bears will be high on our list of animals to see and with a 

little patience we should be rewarded with a number of encounters. 
Muskoxen and reindeer were introduced to the Island in 1975 and 
1948 respectively and though reindeer numbers are low, we hope to 
see these in various
locations. We will also visit a number of historic sites like Dragi 
Harbour, where the Karluk’s crew over wintered in 1914 after their 
ship was crushed by ice. And if ice conditions permit, we will 
explore Herald Island to the east of Wrangel Island.

Day 11: North Siberian Coast
Although well mapped and charted, there have been very few 
expedition cruises and consequently there is a lot of scope for
expedition landings. Depending on weather and sea conditions we 
will attempt an expedition landing today. There are several choices. 
At Cape Vankarem there is reputedly a large walrus haul out that 
we would like to check out. The area around the Cape is bounded 
by narrow sand ridges with numerous coastal lagoons and inlets; 
nearby there is a small Chukchi village whose residents still make 
their living hunting walrus, seals and whales. There is another 
smaller Chukchi village called Nutepelmen which is situated on a 
spit at the entrance to Pyngopikhin Lagoon, further west of Cape 
Vankarem. Depending on weather we may visit any one of these 
places.

Day 12: Kolyuchin Inlet
The Kolyuchin Inlet is so large that it can be seen on satellite photos 
from outer space. Huge numbers of waterfowl and migratory waders 
come here each year to breed. We concentrate our visit on the spit 
near the mouth of the Inlet. It is a wild, desolate landscape that is 
strangely beautiful. We search the dunes and tidal areas for birdlife 
including Emperor Geese and Spoon-billed Sandpipers. Grey 
Whales frequent the area and are sometimes spotted feeding only 
meters offshore.

Day 13: Big Diomede Island (Ostrov Ratmanova)
In 1867 when the USA purchased Alaska from Russia the new 
boundary was drawn between Big (Russian) and Little (USA)
Diomede Islands. This makes Big Diomede Island Russia’s eastern-
most possession. The island was originally inhabited by
Yupik Eskimos but after World War Two the native population were 
relocated to the mainland. Today there are no permanent residents 
but the Russians maintain a Border Guard station there. It is an 
important island for birdlife with good numbers of Blacklegged 
Kittiwakes, Common and Brunnich’s Guillemot and Horned and 
Tufted Puffin. The Island is the northern-most known colony of 
auklets. We visit the island, and subject to permission, will land.

Day 14: At Sea
Join the staff for an expedition recap and a disembarkation briefing, 
and then simply relax as we sail across Anadyrskiy Bay towards 
Anadyr.

Day 15: Anadyr
After breakfast it will be time to say our farewells. There will be a 
complimentary transfer to the airport or to a hotel of your choice. 
Those returning to Nome will join a Charter flight that will depart 
Anadyr around midday and, because of the dateline, arrive back 
in Nome on the evening of the previous day. However, we strongly 
advise that you do not book any onward travel from Nome until the 
following day to allow for possible delays in the charter flight. Those 
returning to Moscow can either be transferred to the airport or hotel 
in Anadyr, depending on their flight times.
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Dates: 
Nome to Nome
#1231	 24th July - 7th August 2012
Anadyr to Anadyr
#1231	 25th July - 8th August 2012

Prices:
Heritage Suite	 $11,900pp
Mini Suite	 $11,400pp
Superior Plus	 $10,900pp
Superior	 $10,500pp
Main Deck	 $9,900pp
Main Deck Triple	 $8,900pp

Additional charges:
Private charter flight Nome to Anadyr to Nome $1000pp
Landing Fees/Local Payment $500pp
(All prices in USD)

Included in the cruise price:
All shore excursions as outlined in itinerary,
All accommodation and meals onboard the vessel,
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders,
Post-expedition Trip Log.

Price Excludes:
Flights to and from the points of embarkation and disembarkation,
Travel insurance, Visas, Laundry, Drinks, Gratuities and other items 
of a personal nature.

Our vessel, the ‘Spirit of Enderby’ (Professor Khromov) is perfect for 
expedition travel. The real focus and emphasis of every expedition 
is getting you ashore as often as possible for as long as possible 
with maximum safety and comfort. It carries just 50 passengers 
in very comfortable accommodation. She measures 72 metres in 
length and is fully ice-strengthened.
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Antarctic House

53B Montreal Street

PO Box 7218
Christchurch, 8240

New Zealand

Freephone: 0800 262 8873
Tel: +64 (0) 3 365 3500
Fax: +64 (0) 3 365 1300

info@heritage-expeditions.com

www.heritage-expeditions.com

Across the Top of the World
Russian Arctic

“Near the top of the world in one of the most remote and inhospitable parts of the planet, lie two wild and undeveloped islands 
of great significance to the conservation of life on earth.”

Dave Cline in Wrangel Island, a publication of the Beringia Conservation Project. Anchorage, Alaska 2001.
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Dates: 
Nome to Nome
#1233	 7th – 21st August 2012
Anadyr to Anadyr
#1233	 8th – 22nd August 2012

Prices:
Heritage Suite	 $11,900pp
Mini Suite	 $11,400pp
Superior Plus	 $10,900pp
Superior	 $10,500pp
Main Deck	 $9,900pp
Main Deck Triple	 $8,900pp

Additional charges:
Private charter flight Nome to Anadyr to Nome $1000pp
Landing Fees/Local Payment $500pp
(All prices in USD)

Included in the cruise price:
All shore excursions as outlined in itinerary,
All accommodation and meals onboard the vessel,
Services of Heritage Expeditions leaders,
Post-expedition Trip Log.

Price Excludes:
Flights to and from the points of embarkation and disembarkation,
Travel insurance, Visas, Laundry, Drinks, Gratuities and other items 
of a personal nature.

Our vessel, the ‘Spirit of Enderby’ (Professor Khromov) is perfect for 
expedition travel. The real focus and emphasis of every expedition 
is getting you ashore as often as possible for as long as possible 
with maximum safety and comfort. It carries just 50 passengers 
in very comfortable accommodation. She measures 72 metres in 
length and is fully ice-strengthened.



ORIGINAL-KATALOG-ANFORDERUNG

Sehr geehrte Reise-Interessenten. Vielen Dank für Ihr
Interesse und den Download eines digitalen Kataloges im pdf-
Format aus unserem Programm.

Gerne senden wir Ihnen zusätzlich bei weitergehendem
Interesse den entsprechenden vollständigen Original-Katalog
als gedruckte Version auf dem Postweg.

Bitte nennen Sie unten den gewünschten Katalog und senden
Sie dieses Formular per Post oder Fax an uns zurück.

Bitte senden Sie mir den aktuellen Original-Katalog für
folgendes Programm/Schiff:

Bitte senden Sie den ausgewählten Katalog an folgende
Adresse:

Vorname + Name:       Telefonnummer

Strasse + Nr.       Faxnummer

PLZ + Wohnort       e-mail-Adresse

Bitte per Post (in Fenster-Umschlag) an:         oder per Fax an 04131-54255

An
POLARADVENTURES
c/o Agentur für Erlebnis-Reisen
Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40

D-21335 Lüneburg



Individuelle Buchungsanfrage  per Fax an 04131-54255 oder per Post an
Polaradventures, Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40, D-21335 Lüneburg, Germany
Bitte unterbreiten Sie mir ein unverbindliches Angebot für folgende Leistungen:
        
         Angebot mit Insolvenzversicherung nach deutschem Reiseveranstalterecht + Preis in EUR

         Direkt-Angebot der ausländischen Reedereien (ausländ. Reiserecht + Preis in USD zum Tageskurs in EUR)

Schiffsname

Reisename/ -Route
Abfahrt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Alternative Abfahrt (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)
(falls ausgebucht) 

Kabinenkategorie
Alternative Kabinenkategorie 
(falls ausgebucht)

         Doppelkabine                Doppelkabine zur Einzelnutzung                   Halbe Doppelkabine zur Mitbenutzung
        
Zubringerflüge:

Abflughafen

Hinflugdatum (tt/mm/jj)

Rückflugdatum (tt/mm/jj)

bevorzugte Airline

         Economy-Class              Business-Class

        
Zusätzliche Hotelübernachtungen:

Hotelname/Übernachtungsort
Aufenthalt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Hotelname/Übernachtungsort
Aufenthalt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Reiseversicherungen:
         keine

         Reiserücktrittskostenversicherung
         Komplettschutz (Reiserücktritts-, Kranken-, Unfall-, Gepäck- und Notfallversicherung)

Persönliche Angaben:
1. Reiseteilnehmer
Vorname, Name / Geburtsdatum

2. Reiseteilnehmer
Vorname, Name / Geburtsdatum

Angebot bitte:
         per Email an (Emailadresse)

         per Fax an (Nummer)
         per Post an (Vorname & Name) 

         (Straße & Nr.) 
         (PLZ & Wohnort)
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