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Nur Kreuzfahrt ab/bis Hafen



Icebreaker Expedition to Franz Josef Land
The diesel icebreaker "Kapitan Dranitsyn" is available again for passenger 
expedition cruises again after 4 years of usage by oil companies. With onboard 
helicopter and fleet of zodiacs we explore one of the most legendary and until 
now hard-to-reach Arctic archipelagos - Franz Josef Land! From this Northern 
outpost there are few steps from the North Pole away, but how hard those 
steps might be, we feel standing there!

Dates: 18.07.2012 - 28.07.2012

PROPOSED DAY BY DAY ITINERARY 

This itinerary should be read as a guide only, depending heavily on 
weather and ice conditions, as well as on other unpredictable 
circumstances.

Day 1 
Independent arrival to Kirkenes, Norway, by scheduled air flights. The 
representative of our Expedition Team will be meeting you at airport and guide 
you to our busses. We proceed then by our busses straight to Murmansk via 
Norway-Russian border. Approximate way of 6 hours, including immigration 
control at the Russian border. Snack boxes will be provided at the busses and 
we make tea/coffee stops on route. During the way you can adore severe but 
incredibly beautiful landscapes of the tundra.
 
Upon arrival to Murmansk we embark our mighty icebreaker and we 
consecutively will immediately set out to sea. We will be briefed on our vessel’s 
design and her features – a very special ship, costing in build of 400.000.000 
Euro! We will also get acquainted with the crew and expedition staff. 

Day 2 
The whole day we are at sea on the way to Franz Josef Land. Our lecturers will 
deliver reports on the history of the archipelago’s discovery, as well as a series 
of lectures on the local fauna representatives that we are likely to view in the 
course of our expedition. 

Day 3 
We expect to reach the archipelago towards late evening today. The lecturers 
continue to instruct those interested in the history and wildlife of the islands. 
The officers on duty at the navigation bridge keep a constant watch for whales 
to advise timely the tourists. Weather permitting our cooks plan to serve a 
picnic on the open deck. Today we are also to land on the Bell Island for a hike 
in order to visit the house built by Lee Smith expedition in 1881 that has 
remained in perfect condition up to now. 



Day 4 
In the morning we are to attempt our landing at Cape Flora on the Northbrook 
Island that was discovered by Lee Smith expedition in 1880. The expedition 
had to winter on this island after the steam yacht “Aira” had been crushed by 
ice and sunk in the immediate proximity of the coast. It was the expedition 
headed by Jackson (1894-1897) that dwelled here longer than any other one 
and made a major contribution to the exploration of the archipelago. A whole 
settlement was built by the expedition; its remains may be seen there 
nowadays. In 1897 a memorable meeting of Jackson and Nansen took place on 
the island. Several memorial steles were erected on the island over past 
decades, to commemorate daring Arctic explorers. A huge sea birds colony has 
its home on the cliffs towering over the southern side of the Cape Flora. Today 
we are also to reach Tikhaya Bay on the Hooker Island. There is a huge cliff, 
the famous Rubini Rock in the bay that is home to thousands of sea birds. We 
will try to approach the cliff as close as possible, but very cautiously in order to 
watch kittiwakes and other Arctic birds without disturbing them. There is a 
derelict Polar station in the bay. Weather permitting we will land on its shore 
by helicopters. 

Day 5 
During the night we will have sailed to Cape Norway on the Jackson Island. In 
1895-1986 Nansen and Johansen wintered there over 7 months, after a failed 
attempt to conquer the North Pole. The remains of their hut and a memorial 
wooden post may be seen there. By favorable weather and ice conditions we 
will attempt to visit the most Northern island of Franz Josef Land – Rudolf 
Island.

Day 6 
Today we will touch Stolichky and Appolonov Islands. The main attraction of 
the islands is walrus rookeries. We will lower our boats and get as close as 
possible to the rookeries. 

Day 7 
We arrive at Cape Geller on the Wilchek Island. In 1899 two sailors, members 
of the Welle expedition wintered there, waiting for the core of the group that 
was trying to conquer the North Pole. 

As everywhere on the Franz Josef Land, we are very likely to view Polar bears 
and sea mammals. Attracted by unfamiliar smells, the bears come to the very 
board of the vessel and rising to the hind legs, sniff the air, thus providing a 
unique possibility of taking pictures of the Lord of the Icy Realm in his habitual 
environment. 



Day 8 
Today our goal is the Champ Island. It is located in the very centre of the 
archipelago. Its landscape is majestic, being its cliffs and ice-capped 
mountains the highest on the archipelago. We are to land on Cape Fiume, 
where remarkable Nature creations are to be found, among them stones of 
ideal spherical shape (up to 3 m of diameter). Weather permitting we will 
undertake helicopter excursions along island shores, landing on the very top of 
the glacier. 

Day 9 
“On August, 30, 1873, toward the midday –Julius Payer recalled afterwards – 
we were standing on the deck, leaning on the ship’s board and staring 
aimlessly at the mist, that had began to dissipate in some spots. Suddenly the 
mist dissipated completely in the North-West, and we saw cliffs. In a few 
minutes we caught an astonishing sight of a majestic mountainous landscape 
and glaciers that dazzled us in the sunshine. For a few seconds we stood 
stunned and couldn’t believe our eyes. Then, overwhelmed by emotions, we 
burst out crying: “Land! Land!” And we named this unknown land after the 
Austrian Emperor Franz Josef Land. The first land seen by the expedition 
headed by Weyprecht and Payer was the Hall Island. Cape Tegetthoff bears the 
name of the expedition’s vessel. The island sights are very impressive: huge 
cliffs resembling dorsal fins of gigantic sharks submerge into the depths. The 
remains of wooden structures built by the Wellman expedition (1989-1899) 
may be seen there. 

Once again, if the weather conditions are favorable, we might undertake 
another very early morning landing at Franz Josef Land, if not, with a sorrow of 
goodbye we leave this mysterious archipelago in the beginning of this day. 

Day 10 
The whole day we are at sea, bound for Murmansk. We get together for our 
farewell meeting and review our cruise experience. We recall the unforgettable 
places we have visited and the wonderful wildlife of the islands, animals and 
birds - dwellers of this astonishing, though severe regions, that we have seen.
 
Day 11 
In the morning we arrive at Murmansk. We disembark and transfer via 
Norway-Russian border to Kirkenes for a flight home or for an individual 
program. 



PRICES: 
Triple Cabin…………………….8 900 EUR 
Twin Cabin………………………….11 900 EUR 
Suite Cabin……………………………..14 500 EUR 
Corner Suite………………………………..16 500 EUR 
Prices are shown per person, basing on double occupancy. The rate of single 
occupancy is 1.7 times the shared rate. 

The price includes: 
- Group transfers between the airport of Kirkenes - ship – airport of Kirkenes; 
- Luggage transfer between the airport of Kirkenes - ship – airport of Kirkenes; 
- Voyage aboard the vessel "Kapitan Dranitsyn" as indicated in the itinerary; 
- Shipboard accommodations with daily housekeeping; 
- All shore excursions and activities throughout the voyage by "Zodiacs" and 
helicopters (as included in planned group excursions); 
- Program of lectures by noted naturalists and the service of experienced 
guides; 
- Breakfast, lunch and dinner, coffee/tea round the clock (please inform us of 
your dietary requirements as far in advance as possible); 
- A pair of waterproof expedition boots on loan for landings; 
- A parka to keep; 
- Comprehensive pre-departure materials; 
- Photographic album on DVD, documenting the voyage, with all daily 
programs and expedition log-book; 
- All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges throughout the program. 

Not included: 
- Passport and visa expenses (if required); 
- Any airfares; 
- Meals ashore and hotel accommodation (if required); 
- Baggage, cancellation and personal medical insurance, which is 
compulsory and a copy of which have to be provided to the Special Travel 
Club prior to departure; 
- Excess baggage charges; 
- Telecommunication services; 
- Laundry, bar and beverage charges; 
- Standard tips at the end of the voyage for stewards and other service 
personal aboard (at your discretion).



Booking and Cancellation Conditions
A deposit of 20% of the travel rate per passenger is required to confirm a 
booking. Full payment for the confirmed reservations is due 60 days prior to 
departure. 

If cancellation is received up to 61 days prior to departure, deposits are 
refundable, less a 500 EUR administrative fee per person. Reservations 
cancelled 60 days or less prior to departure are non-refundable and all 
deposits and tariffs are forfeited. If cancellation occurs 60 days or less prior to 
departure, and full payment has not yet been received, the full penalty still 
applies and unpaid monies are due immediately. If Special Travel Club is forced 
to cancel a voyage due to unforeseen circumstances beyond its control, 
including non-delivery of the vessel, passenger agrees that the only remedy is 
full refund of all monies paid by each passenger to Special Travel Club for the 
cancelled voyage. Under no circumstances does passenger have rights to any 
additional compensation, including but not limited to claims by passengers, 
including claims associated with cancellation penalties for pre-paid travel 
services

 



FRANZ JOSEF LAND AND NOVAYA ZEMLYA EXPEDITION
The diesel icebreaker "Kapitan Dranitsyn" is available again for passenger 
expedition cruises again after 4 years of usage by oil companies. With onboard 
helicopter and fleet of zodiacs we explore one of the most legendary and until 
now hard-to-reach Arctic archipelagos - Franz Josef Land! From this Northern 
outpost there are few steps from the North Pole away, but how hard those 
steps might be, we feel standing there!

Dates: 28.07.2012 - 09.08.2012

This itinerary should be read as a guide only, depending heavily on 
weather and ice conditions, as well as on other unpredictable 
circumstances.

Day 1, 28.07
Independent arrival to Kirkenes, Norway, by scheduled air flights. The 
representative of our Expedition Team will be meeting you at airport and guide 
you to our busses (appr. at 11:30). We proceed then by our busses straight to 
Murmansk via Norway-Russian border. Approximate way of 6 hours, including 
immigration and custom controls at the Norwegian and Russian borders. Snack 
boxes will be provided at the busses and we make tea/coffee stops on route. 
During the way you can adore severe but incredibly beautiful landscapes of the 
tundra.
Upon arrival to Murmansk we embark our mighty icebreaker and we 
consecutively will immediately set out to sea. We will be briefed on our vessel’s 
design and her features – a very special ship, costing in build of 400.000.000 
Euro! We will also get acquainted with the crew and expedition staff.

Day 2, 29.07
The whole day we are at sea on the way to Franz Josef Land. Our lecturers will 
deliver reports on the history of the archipelago’s discovery, as well as a series 
of lectures on the local fauna representatives that we are likely to view in the 
course of our expedition.

Day 3, 30.07
We expect to reach the archipelago towards late evening today. The lecturers 
continue to instruct those interested in the history and wildlife of the islands. 
The officers on duty at the navigation bridge keep a constant watch for whales 
to advise timely the tourists. Weather permitting our cooks plan to serve a 
picnic on the open deck. Today we plan also to land on the Bell Island for a 
hike in order to visit the house built by Lee Smith expedition in 1881 that has 
remained in perfect condition up to now.

Day 4, 31.07
In the morning we are to attempt our landing at Cape Flora on the Northbrook 
Island that was discovered by Lee Smith expedition in 1880. The expedition 
had to winter on this island after the steam yacht “Aira” had been crushed by 



ice and sunk in the immediate proximity of the coast. It was the expedition 
headed by Jackson (1894-1897) that dwelled here longer than any other one 
and made a major contribution to the exploration of the archipelago. A whole 
settlement was built by the expedition; its remains may be seen there 
nowadays. In 1897 a memorable meeting of Jackson and Nansen took place on 
the island. Several memorial steles were erected on the island over past 
decades, to commemorate daring Arctic explorers. A huge sea birds colony has 
its home on the cliffs towering over the southern side of the Cape Flora. Today 
we are also to reach Tikhaya Bay on the Hooker Island. There is a huge cliff, 
the famous Rubini Rock in the bay that is home to thousands of sea birds. We 
will try to approach the cliff as close as possible, but very cautiously in order to 
watch kittiwakes and other Arctic birds without disturbing them. There is a 
derelict Polar station in the bay. Weather permitting we will land on its shore 
by helicopters.

Day 5, 01.08
During the night we will have sailed to Cape Norway on the Jackson Island. In 
1895-1986 Nansen and Johansen wintered there over 7 months, after a failed 
attempt to conquer the North Pole. The remains of their hut and a memorial 
wooden post may be seen there. By favorable weather and ice conditions we 
will attempt to visit the most Northern island of Franz Josef Land – Rudolf 
Island.

Day 6, 02.08
Today we will touch Stoliczka and Appolonov Islands. The main attraction of 
the islands is walrus rookeries. We will lower our boats and get as close as 
possible to the rookeries.

Day 7, 03.08
We arrive at Cape Heller on the Wilczek Island. In 1899 two sailors, members 
of the Wellman expedition wintered there, waiting for the core of the group 
that was trying to conquer the North Pole.
As everywhere on the Franz Josef Land, we are very likely to view Polar bears 
and sea mammals. Attracted by unfamiliar smells, the bears come to the very 
board of the vessel and rising to the hind legs, sniff the air, thus providing a 
unique possibility of taking pictures of the Lord of the Icy Realm in his habitual 
environment.

Day 8, 04.08
Today our goal is the Champ Island. It is located in the very centre of the 
archipelago. Its landscape is majestic, being its cliffs and ice-capped 
mountains the highest on the archipelago. We are to land on Cape Fiume, 
where remarkable Nature creations are to be found, among them stones of 
ideal spherical shape (up to 3 m of diameter). 
Weather permitting we’ll do our best attempt to land at the legendary Cape 
Tegetthoff. “On August, 30, 1873, toward the midday –Julius Payer recalled 
afterwards – we were standing on the deck, leaning on the ship’s board and 
staring aimlessly at the mist, that had began to dissipate in some spots. 
Suddenly the mist dissipated completely in the North-West, and we saw cliffs. 
In a few minutes we caught an astonishing sight of a majestic mountainous 



landscape and glaciers that dazzled us in the sunshine. For a few seconds we 
stood stunned and couldn’t believe our eyes. Then, overwhelmed by emotions, 
we burst out crying: “Land! Land!” And we named this unknown land after the 
Austrian Emperor Franz Josef Land. The first land seen by the expedition 
headed by Weyprecht and Payer was the Hall Island. Cape Tegetthoff bears the 
name of the expedition’s vessel. The island sights are very impressive: huge 
cliffs resembling dorsal fins of gigantic sharks submerge into the depths. The 
remains of wooden structures built by the Wellman expedition (1989-1899) 
may be seen there.
In the afternoon, with a sorrow of goodbye we leave this mysterious 
archipelago - Franz Josef Land - in the very beginning of the next day and 
head to another highlight of our expedition – Novaya Zemlya archipelago. We 
spend the rest of the day gathering together in the lecture hall, on open decks 
or anywhere onboard, getting friends during this amazing expedition.

Day 9, 05.08
Complicated geological history of the Novaya Zemlya archipelago, portions of 
rising land and volcanic processes influenced the modern landscape. Isolated 
mountain ranges that are taller on Northern Island form deep-water breaks, 
such as Matochkin Shar and a 200-meters-deep straight dividing Northern and 
Southern Islands.
In the afternoon we arrive to the Eastern Side of the Northern Island of Novaya 
Zemlya and namely to Oransky Islands, where we expect to visit large walrus 
rookeries by Zodiacs. Novaya Zemlya boasts a great variety of animal and 
plant life, especially in the seashore area. Many species are listed in the 
Russian “Red Book”, a list of protected animals. Walruses, which have the 
biggest rookery in Russian Harbor gulf and at Oransky Islands, various kinds of 
whales, Novaya Zemlya reindeer, and sea birds are also inhabited here. We 
may visit also Barents Memorial, if weather permits.

Day 10, 06.08
In the noon we achieve Inostrantseva Bay with its famous glacier, spending our 
time at Novaya Zemlya until the late evening. And finally we sail towards 
Murmansk, back to the civilization, taking with us our incredible impressions of 
those two extremely rarely visited Arctic archipelagoes.

Day 11, 07.08
The whole day we are at sea, bound for Murmansk. We get together for our 
farewell meeting and review our cruise experience.

Day 12, 08.08
We recall the unforgettable places we have visited and the wonderful wildlife of 
the islands, animals and birds - dwellers of this astonishing, though severe 
regions, that we have seen.

Day 13, 09.08
In the morning we arrive at Murmansk. We disembark and transfer via 
Norwegian-Russian border to Kirkenes for a flight home or for an individual 
program. The guests should be able to use the flight departure at 20:55.



PRICE PER PERSON:
Triple Cabin.................................................11 100 EUR
Twin Cabin...................................................15 300 EUR
Suite Cabin...................................................18 400 EUR
Corner Suite..................................................19 990 EUR

Prices are based on double occupancy. The rate of single occupancy is 
1.7 times the shared rate.
For bookings, coming in until 30th October 2011, there is an early 
booking discount in amount of 800 EUR per person.

The price includes:
- Group transfers between the airport of Kirkenes - ship – airport of Kirkenes;
- Luggage transfer between the airport of Kirkenes - ship – airport of Kirkenes;
- Voyage aboard the vessel "Kapitan Dranitsyn" as indicated in the itinerary;
- Shipboard accommodations with daily housekeeping;
- All shore excursions and activities throughout the voyage by "Zodiacs" and 
helicopter (as included in planned group excursions);
- Program of lectures by noted naturalists and the service of experienced 
guides;
- Breakfast, lunch and dinner, coffee/tea round the clock (please inform us of 
your dietary requirements as far in advance as possible);
- A pair of waterproof expedition boots on loan for landings;
- Comprehensive pre-departure materials;
- Photographic album on DVD, documenting the voyage, with all daily 
programs and expedition log-book;
- All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges throughout the program. 

Not included:
- Passport and visa expenses (if required);
- Any airfares;
- Meals ashore and hotel accommodation (if required);
- Baggage, cancellation and personal medical insurance, which is compulsory 
and a copy of which have to be provided to the Special Travel Club prior to 
departure;
- Excess baggage charges;
- Telecommunication services;
- Laundry, bar and beverage charges;
- Standard tips at the end of the voyage for stewards and other service 
personal aboard (at your discretion).







ORIGINAL-KATALOG-ANFORDERUNG

Sehr geehrte Reise-Interessenten. Vielen Dank für Ihr
Interesse und den Download eines digitalen Kataloges im pdf-
Format aus unserem Programm.

Gerne senden wir Ihnen zusätzlich bei weitergehendem
Interesse den entsprechenden vollständigen Original-Katalog
als gedruckte Version auf dem Postweg.

Bitte nennen Sie unten den gewünschten Katalog und senden
Sie dieses Formular per Post oder Fax an uns zurück.

Bitte senden Sie mir den aktuellen Original-Katalog für
folgendes Programm/Schiff:

Bitte senden Sie den ausgewählten Katalog an folgende
Adresse:

Vorname + Name:       Telefonnummer

Strasse + Nr.       Faxnummer

PLZ + Wohnort       e-mail-Adresse

Bitte per Post (in Fenster-Umschlag) an:         oder per Fax an 04131-54255

An
POLARADVENTURES
c/o Agentur für Erlebnis-Reisen
Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40

D-21335 Lüneburg



Individuelle Buchungsanfrage  per Fax an 04131-54255 oder per Post an
Polaradventures, Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40, D-21335 Lüneburg, Germany
Bitte unterbreiten Sie mir ein unverbindliches Angebot für folgende Leistungen:
        
         Angebot mit Insolvenzversicherung nach deutschem Reiseveranstalterecht + Preis in EUR

         Direkt-Angebot der ausländischen Reedereien (ausländ. Reiserecht + Preis in USD zum Tageskurs in EUR)

Schiffsname

Reisename/ -Route
Abfahrt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Alternative Abfahrt (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)
(falls ausgebucht) 

Kabinenkategorie
Alternative Kabinenkategorie 
(falls ausgebucht)

         Doppelkabine                Doppelkabine zur Einzelnutzung                   Halbe Doppelkabine zur Mitbenutzung
        
Zubringerflüge:

Abflughafen

Hinflugdatum (tt/mm/jj)

Rückflugdatum (tt/mm/jj)

bevorzugte Airline

         Economy-Class              Business-Class

        
Zusätzliche Hotelübernachtungen:

Hotelname/Übernachtungsort
Aufenthalt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Hotelname/Übernachtungsort
Aufenthalt von - bis (tt/mm - tt/mm/jj)

Reiseversicherungen:
         keine

         Reiserücktrittskostenversicherung
         Komplettschutz (Reiserücktritts-, Kranken-, Unfall-, Gepäck- und Notfallversicherung)

Persönliche Angaben:
1. Reiseteilnehmer
Vorname, Name / Geburtsdatum

2. Reiseteilnehmer
Vorname, Name / Geburtsdatum

Angebot bitte:
         per Email an (Emailadresse)

         per Fax an (Nummer)
         per Post an (Vorname & Name) 

         (Straße & Nr.) 
         (PLZ & Wohnort)
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